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Jackie Larson Bread (Blackfeet) We Are Fierce, horse mask. 2023 Photo: Tira Howard / SWAIA. 


Exploding with ART 


The growing art scene within Montana celebrates some 

of the incredibly successful Native artists who are creating 
stunning pieces that are garnering recognition worldwide. 
Read on to learn more... 


Read more, page 13 
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Montana Circle of American Masters 


This year, the Circle has welcomed three new members, 
each bringing their unique perspectives and talents to help 
elevate art in our state. Read on to learn more... 


Read more, page 1 5 
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Chris responds as Meghan Mankin reads from her work. Photo by Eric Heidle. 


Anishinaabe In the Elkhorns 


Poetry is a force that dispels walls and fences and rules, by 
transporting us all to wherever the writers’ imaginations are 
willing to go. Read on to learn more... 


Read more, page 9 


Montana woman publishes first 
poetry book at age 97 


Steele is celebrating the release of her first book of poems 
titled “West of Town,” a beautiful collection artfully designed 
and hand-stitched by FootHills Publishing. 

Read on to learn more... 


Read more, page 2 1 
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Krys Holmes 
Executive Director 


“Our mission, here at the Montana Arts 
Council, is to nourish creativity in lives 
and communities across Montana. What 


does that mean for you?" 


ART isa contact sport. 


“It’s odd that we say ‘The 
Arts," said my friend Jamie 
Bennett, who is an art and 
placemaking instigator on 
a nationwide level. “We 
don't say ‘The Sports; we 
just say sports.’ 


Jamie, who just organized the “Healing, Bridging, Thriving” 
national arts and culture summit in Washington, DC, pondered 
with me the role the arts play in personal and community life. We 
all have friends who play tennis, golf, or pickleball all through their 
lives. We hike, we ski, we shoot baskets in the driveway. Some of 
us are good, some are not, and we don’t much care because just 


doing it is the point. 


Why did we give up this joy, most of us, when it comes to art? 

As toddlers we wholeheartedly sing, dance, build, paint, sculpt, 
drum, dress up, tell stories together. Some of us go on to create 
professionally, and some of us keep singing or fiddling or writing 
as amateurs (amateur: from the Latin amare, to love). But most 
people say, “Oh, I’m not an artist,’ or “I’m not very good,’ and zzzipp 
goes the packing tape around one of the most fundamental forces 


in human life: the drive to have fun making art. 


CORRECTION: 


State of the Arts welcomes Next deadline: 
submissions of photographs, 
press releases and 
newsworthy information 
from individual artists and 


arts organizations. 


The deadline for submissions 
is May 16 for the Summer 
issue (July-September). 


Please check with the Montana Arts 
Council for reprint permission. 
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Send items to: 


Montana Arts Council 
PO Box 202201 
Helena, MT 59620-2201 


phone 406-444-6430 
fax 406-444-6548 


email mac@mt.gov 


Some people say that human beings were invented by the fiddle, 
the guitar, and the harmonica as a means of moving around the 
world. Music, plays, the recitation of poetry — these are the great 
gathering forces that bring people together to dance, sing, take 
part in the great whirling universe that carries us along. At the turn 
of the 20th Century, 90% of American households housed a piano. 
Some people played brilliantly, some didn’t, and either way music 


was a lifelong endeavor. 


Jamie Bennett told me he thinks it’s a mistake to use the term 
‘The Arts’ and consign all this full-contact joy to the professionals. 
We might be smarter, he said, to think of arts the way we think 

of sports. Some, at the top of their profession, are very good — 
but that doesn’t stop us from bringing a Frisbee to a picnic, or 

a guitar to a party just for fun. And wouldn't it be great if whole 
communities flocked together to cheer on concerts, plays, and art 


shows the way they jam into high-school basketball games? 


You should have seen the kids at the state Poetry Out Loud finals, 
competing for a chance to go to nationals by reciting poems by 
heart before an audience. It was as thrilling as any free-throw 
competition, and required just as much discipline and verve. We 


should have sold popcorn. 


Our mission, here at the Montana Arts Council, 

is to nourish creativity in lives and communities 
across Montana. What does that mean for you? 
Where is creativity happening in your town? 
What, exactly, needs nourishing right now? What 
can we do to foster more of that full-contact joy 
that art brings into our lives? 


In the Winter 2024 issue we incorrectly identified MAP artist Christina Larsen. We apologize for the error. 


State of the Arts Welcomes Submissions 


Sign up for MAC’s eNews 


art.mt.gov/enews or send us 
an email at: mac@mt.gov 


Subscriptions 


State of the Arts is available 
free of charge upon request as 
a public service of the Montana 
Arts Council. 
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MAC to Provide Funding for 
Apprenticeships in 
Traditional Artforms 


A 
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MAP participants show and talk about their current work at a 
session at Paris Gibson Square Museum of Art in Great Falls. 


MAC is currently accepting 
applications to the Montana 
Artrepreneur Program (MAP), a 
professional business development 
opportunity designed expressly for 
artists. In the fall of 2024, MAC has 
plans to convene two cohorts: one 
in Glasgow and one to be held in 
four locations throughout west- 
central Montana. The application 
due date for both cohorts is June 


Upcoming MAP 
Deadlines 


Certification Deadline: 


May 1 


Application Deadline: 
June 1 


MAP coach Liz Chappie-Zoller leads a session at the 
Imagine Butte Resource Center with last year’s class. 


The Montana Arts Council 

is excited to announce the 
return of our Traditional Arts 
Apprenticeship program. 


Beginning April 15th, we will 

be accepting applications from 
mentor artist and apprenticeship 
pairs who are practicing traditional 
artforms. Approved mentor artists 


will receive $3,000 to support the 
passing down of skills, techniques, 
and cultural knowledge to a 
qualified apprentice. The deadline 
to apply is June 17th. 


More information about how 
to apply is available at the 
following link: https://art. 
mt.gov/taap 


Cultivating a 
Creative Business 


with the Montana 


(MAP) 


1 with cohorts determined later 
that month. 


Artists who have previously 
completed the series of MAP 
workshops and are ready to submit 
their toolbox for certification are 
encouraged to contact Monica 
Grable at (406) 444-6522 to receive 
directions for their submission. he 
certification review 


{ ‘ 


Collaboration and networking are key elements of MAP’s 


Been Artrepreneur Program 


process will occur by early June 
with notifications and return of 
materials to follow. 


To learn more about the program 
and apply, visit art.mt.gov/map. 
To discuss your application or 
program specifics, please contact 
Monica Grable at 444-6522 or 
Monica.Grable@mt.gov. 


method for building successful careers in the arts. 
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Congratulate Kristin Han Burgoyne 


On 25 years at MAC! 


The Montana Arts Council’s hard-working 
deputy director, Kristin Han Burgoyne, 
probably knows as much about the state's 
efforts to support the arts as anyone who's 
ever served with us. But that didn’t stop her 
co-workers from using the recent occasion of 
her 25th anniversary at the agency to hold an 
intervention—of sorts. 


“Kristin, we're here because we care and 
because we've noticed that recently, you've 
only been doing the work of two people,’ ran a 
typical comment. “There are only 36 hours in a 
day, and Kristin, we can't expect you to be on 
the clock for all of them,’ confessed another. It 
was a tongue-in-cheek celebration designed to 
mark Kristin's irreplaceable place in our agency, 
and among leaders of the arts in Montana. 


Starting as an office manager in 1999, Kristin 
has since served a variety of roles, including 
that of acting director (twice!). Her previous 


In Memory of... 
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Robert “Bob” Stephens 


Robert “Bob” Stephens 


Jan. 16, 1941-Jan. 2, 2024 


On Tuesday, January 2, beloved Hockaday 
employee and community volunteer Robert 
“Bob” Stephens, surrounded by family, passed 
away from complications due to a genetic 
heart/lung condition. He was 82. His wife 
Candy is also a Hockaday employee. 


In retirement, Bob went to work in visitor services 
at the Hockaday Art Museum and also doubled 
as the fix-it guy, and anything else that needed 
done at the museum. He quickly won over the 
hearts of countless visitors, especially children 
with his bowl of Dum-Dum suckers as reward for 
their masterpieces created in the classroom. He 
thoroughly appreciated the love and support of 
the staff and artists when he first fell ill in 2020. 


If the measure of wealth is defined 
by love, admiration, family, friends, 
happiness and fulfillment, Bob could 
not have been a richer man. 


View the obituary and share condolences 
here: https://www.buffalohillfh.com/ 
obituaries/robert-stephens [r20.rs6.net] 


experience as an instructor and program 
director at a martial arts school, then working 
for ski giant Warren Miller Entertainment, set 
her up well for practicing the jiu jitsu of state 
government, and for running the giant slalom 
of the legislature. Her work at the Arts Council 
has so far involved fewer broken bones, but we 
make sure to stay on her good side. 


Today, Kristin oversees our grants programs, 
the Governor's Arts Awards, our Percent for Art 
program, Public Value Partnerships, Statewide 
Service Organizations, and Cultural Trust and 
Cultural and Aesthetic Projects. In her spare 
time she’s also our Accessibility and 504/ADA 
Coordinator and our Chief Information Officer. 
Kristin also spends a lot of time working with 
Council members, legislators, and other state 
officials to keep the agency's work moving 
briskly forward. It’s easy to see why we value 
her so highly. 
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Jordan Ronald Mencher 
April 18, 1931-Dec. 3, 2023 


Jordan Ronald Mencher, also known as “Jordy” 
or “Duke”, of Montana City, Montana, died of 
natural causes in the arms of his wife of nearly 
forty years, Pamela, on December 3, 2023. He 
was 92 years old and retained his loving nature 
and playful attitude to the end. As he was 
heard to say while still a young man of 80, “This 
life will be the death of me yet.” 


Jordan retired from microbiology in 1986 

to join Pamela in her professional careers in 
theatre and higher education. Together, they 
founded the Roving Stage Theatre Company. 
An accomplished poet, storyteller, musician 
and composer, Jordan created music and lyrics 
for Pamela’s plays and after formal training in 
every aspect of theatre arts, became an actor, 
producer, director and playwright. Jordan 
spent over twenty years serving as Colorado 
state representative, Vice President and then 
President of the Board of Directors for the 
Rocky Mountain Theatre Association, a regional 
theatre organization spanning five western 
states. 


While we're not sure we'll convince her to serve 
another 25 years, the Montana Arts Council has 
been extraordinarily fortunate to have Kristin 
Han Burgoyne serving the advancement of 
Montana's arts for so long and so well. Please 
join us in congratulating her! 
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Upon Pamela's retirement from higher 
education in 2015, they moved to Montana, 
Pamela's home state, to settle in Montana 

City to fish, camp, write music, poetry, stories, 
and plays, and to be with family and friends. 

In 2016, Jordan became a charter member 

of a group that established the Montana 
Playwrights Network (MPN), a state-wide, non- 
profit organization for writers and storytellers. 
In 2019, he was vital in the creation of MPN’s 
home, the Helena Avenue Theatre (HAT). In the 
twilight of his life, Jordan continued to compose 
music, lyrics, poetry, and stories, and enjoyed 
lively conversations with his many friends and 
family, near and far. 


A Celebration of Life is scheduled for 1:00 
p.m. on May 25, 2024, at the Helena Avenue 
Theatre, with a reception to follow. All are 
welcome to attend and celebrate Jordan’s 
life. Condolences may be sent to 30 Stoney 
Brook Drive, Unit D, Clancy, MT, 59634. In 
lieu of flowers, donations may be sent to 
the Montana Playwrights Network, 1319 
Helena Avenue, Helena, MT, 59601 or online 
at https://www.montanaplaywrights.org/ 
donate. For more details of Jordan's life, family 
and artistic accomplishments, visit www. 
jordanmencher.com. 
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Music 


Good Things are Happening in the Montana Music Scene 


By Brian Knaff 


Ron Baird, industry veteran 
and former head of Creative 
Arts Agency's (CAA) Nashville 
office, will be posthumously 
honored with the CMA 
Touring Lifetime Achievement 


Award. 


The award is given to an individual who has 
positively impacted and contributed to the 
growth of touring throughout the years. 

It honors an individual that has proven to 
have an unprecedented historical impact on 
country music fans and the industry alike, 

and whose presence will have a long-term 
positive impact on country music and CMA for 
generations to come. 
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Ron Baird, originally from Bigfork, Montana, was 
agent to Shania Twain and Little Big Town with 
Creative Artists Agency in Nashville. He was 

also a big part of the University of Montana's 
alumni group. 


Classes in entertainment management at the 
University of Montana have been funded mostly 
by the Alumni working in the entertainment 
business, and Ron was one such champion. 


The entertainment management alumni are 
responsible for bringing The Rolling Stones, 
Paul McCartney, Elton John, and Neil Young, to 
name a few, to Missoula. 


Another U of M graduate, Austin Mullins, 
from Great Falls, is the agent for Lainey 
Wilson, arguably the hottest ticket in country 
music these days. Lainey will be in Missoula 
September 15. 


“To Trust Again” by Frank Critelli 


Frank Critelli, a resident of Red Lodge for 30 
years, recently released a song. Based ona 
poem he wrote in 2022, “To Trust Again’ tells 
the heartfelt story of a man and a dog who 
learn to rely on one another. Composed in 
a country/western style, the song is sweet, 


In addition, Missoula can enjoy a visit from Pink 
on August 28th. 


Good things are happening! 


This article was contributed by Brian Knaff, 
Alumnus of University of Montana, 1967. Brian is 
from Glasgow, Montana. He is the chairman and 
founder of TBN Entertainment and was awarded 
Global Gaming (G2E) “Talent Buyer of The Year.” 


endearing and hopeful. As Frank confesses 
about writing the song, “If it helps one animal 
find a forever home, that was my entire goal.” 


Find “To Trust Again” on most streaming 
services or by simply searching the internet. 


Raven’s Feather Productions is pleased to announce their 2024 season 
with two shows that have never been seen in Helena. 


First up is Meghan Brown’s What Happened 
While Hero Was Dead. Opening on May 9, 

this show updates Much Ado About Nothing 

in a farcical, feminist, and very sexy way. In 
Shakespeare's version, Hero is said to have “died 
of shame,’ giving Beatrice and Benedick time to 
put things right. In this hilarious new play, Hero 
takes advantage of “being dead” to acquire 
some lessons in the art of love that put the hey! 
in hey, nonny, nonny. 


In this production, director Ross Peter Nelson 
is collaborating with choreographer Sabrina 
Harding and her Bumblebee Aerial Studio 

to give you a high-flying overview of Hero's 
hilarious voyage to a happy love life. 


As you might expect, this piece contains mature 
themes and language, but is an uproariously 
funny way for adults to spend their time. 


In September, we will present The Children, 
which has been called “one of the greatest new 
plays of the 21st century.’ Set in the English 
countryside after a nuclear accident, 
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Lucy Kirkwood'’s award-winning play examines 
a romantic triangle between three scientists 
who are dealing with the after effects of the 
accident. What their lives reveal requires us to 
think about the price we may pay in the future 
for our actions in the present. 


The Children will open September 13 and will be 
directed by John Rausch. More information on 
these shows can be found online at the Raven's 
Feather website ravensfeather.org. Tickets 

will go on sale about a month before each 
show opens. 


Both shows will be performed at the Helena 
Avenue Theatre. 
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Logging for the Company 
by Jack Losensky 


In this meticulously researched work, 
Logging for the Company delves 

into the history of flume logging, 
shedding light on the crucial role it 
played in shaping the area’s industry. 


Take a captivating journey into 
the formative days of Anaconda, 
Montana, backed by a wealth of 
historical research. The narrative 
is complemented by illustrative 
photographs, maps, and excerpts 
from period newspaper articles, 
providing a comprehensive view 
of the era. 


Jack Losensky, a seasoned expert in 
historic vegetation and fire history, 
spent thirty-five years working 

for the National Forest Service 
before turning his attention to the 
captivating history of Mt. Haggin. 
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Most Trout Don’t Read 


by Scot Bealer 
photography by Lea Frye 


Most Trout Don’t Read is a delightful 
exploration of fly fishing that 
dispels common misconceptions 


about trout while offering valuable 
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insights for both beginners and 


seasoned anglers. 


Scot Bealer, a seasoned fly-fishing 
instructor with a rich background 
in the sport, embarks on a journey 
of discovery. Through engaging 
narratives that are as warm and 
humorous as they are instructive, 
Bealer shares invaluable lessons 
learned during his decades of 


angling experiences. 


Lea Frye is a Montana-based wildlife 
photographer, capturing animals 

in their natural Rocky Mountain 
habitats and showcasing their 


essence and behavior. 


Red is the Fastest Color 
by Dave Carty 


Jamison Everett, a shy and lonely 
man with few friends, is a retired 
high school English teacher. 

When his artist sister, Monna, 

who is suffering from Parkinson's 
Disease, calls and asks for his help, 
he reluctantly agrees to leave his 
apartment in Minneapolis and 
temporarily relocate to her remote 
Montana town. Perhaps, in caring for 
his sister, he will find the friendship 
he longs for. But Monna’s fiercely 
independent husband, Ben, has a 
different game plan. Parkinson's has 
robbed Monna of her ability to paint, 
and if the doctors won't cure her, 
then by god he'll do it — by sheer 
force of will. Jamison, summoning 
his courage, offers to help, and an 
alliance is born. Yet neither man 

can know how much their nascent 
friendship will ask of them. Only 


Monna senses what is coming. 


The Designers: Five 
Decades of Montana 
Made Designers 


by Jeffrey Conger + Nelson 
Goldsworth + Katherine Nell 


Inside this 192-page full color book, 
you will find the creative work of 135 
talented graphic designers who have 
attended Montana State University 
over the past five decades. Some 
carved out careers in the Treasure 
State, while the rest are spread across 
the globe from New York to Hong 
Kong, each forging a livelihood in the 
design profession. Creating logos, 
apps, websites, illustrating books, 
developing apparel lines, and much 
more. This is the story of their design 
work and the advice they have 

for you. Find the book at the MSU 
bookstore or online at 


www.msubookstore.org 


Tun- a 
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Bun-Bun’s New 
Adventures 


by Larry Stanfel 


The busy, almost-real rabbit is back 
in Bun - Bun’s New Adventures. When 
Johanna, who lost him at a ballet 
recital, spies him in an open locker 
at her new dance school, she spirits 
him away without asking questions 
and is not truthful with her parents 
about his reappearance. When they 


take her on a tour of the beautiful 
and historic sights of Washington, 
D.C., Johanna learns from George 
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and 
Abraham Lincoln valuable lessons 
in honesty, integrity, and courage. 
These virtues enable her to set things 
right again, and all ends happily for 
Andrew, Emily, a ballet pupil with 
half a leg of metal, Johanna, and 
their dear friend, Bun-Bun. 
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The World Famous Miles 
City Bucking Horse Sale 
and the FUF Ranch 


by John L. Moore 


In 1982, Miles City area rancher John 
L. Moore self-published a 76-page 
booklet entitled “The World Famous 
Miles City Jaycee Bucking Horse Sale 
Collector's Edition.’ 


A former reporter and photographer 
for both the Miles City Star and 

the Great Falls Tribune, Moore 

had attended the Sale since he 

was a child and had first covered 

it in 1971.“ saw the Sale losing its 
sense of culture. Someone needed 
to preserve its origins and honor 

its history of cowboys, broncs, 


consignors, and buyers.” 


Now, 42 years later, Moore has 
issued a revised Bucking Horse Sale 
book and added his popular series 
on the FUF Ranch. In addition to 
being a rancher and writer, Moore 
is a current member of the Montana 


Arts Council. 
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The Girl Prince: Virginia 
Woolf, Race and the 
Dreadnought Hoax 


by Danell Jones 


The Girl Prince takes a fresh look at 
feminist icon Virginia Woolf in the 
context of Black British history. This 
groundbreaking work explores 
Woolf's personal journey, the 

racial dynamics of early twentieth- 
century England, and the notorious 
Dreadnought hoax, providing 
readers with an original perspective 
on one of literature’s most celebrated 
figures. Booklist calls it “a fascinating, 
unnerving, and enlightening 
perspective on a transformative 
writer” and Publishers Weekly says 
“this thorough overview of the hoax 
and its afterlives presents a unique 
window onto the early 20th-century 


British empire.” 


What Not To Forgive 


by Loring Walawander 


Montana isn't just a place. It’s a state 
of mind and of the heart, and it can 
help you see the journeys you need 
to take to find what you need to 
find, and to become what you need 
to become. What Not to Forgive is a 
story of ordinary yet extraordinary 
human beings trying to do the right 
thing, finding it far from easy, and yet 
not giving up. After all, forgiveness is 
a complicated thing. 


“What Not to Forgive is a war story, 
cowboy story and love story all in 
one. Readers will recognize in its 
engaging characters people they 
know...and even themselves. It's 
a very good read. “ 

—Stan Cohen, Montana 
publisher, author and historian 


SPACE THAT 
CARRIES LIGHT 
FOREVER 


Space That Carries 
Light Forever 


by Robert Rice 


These days ‘nature poetry’ is often 
disparaged as irrelevant in modern 
society with the presumption that 
poets should be writing poems 
about humans: our suffering, our 
problems, our wars, prejudices, 
and injustices. In our culture of 
money, nature is mostly devalued 
as scenery or as an exploitable 
resource, a place to cut timber, 
extract minerals, and divert water 
for manufacturing. These powerful 
and accessible poems of loss and 
praise view nature as a resource- 
to assist in our awakening. They 
challenge us to find the spiritual 

in the everyday, the sacred in the 
secular. They examine the natural 
world as a local expression of the 
cosmos. By exploring mountains 
and rivers they move toward a 
fusion with the geography of 

our inner world, showing that in 
the mindfulness created by our 
experiences of nature lies our 

best hope of addressing human 
problems. As well as notes from 
the wilderness they include news 
from the edge of consciousness, 
wintry prayers, and the happiness 
of the ordinary, even within the 
context of ecological peril. These are 
poems with an intricate sense of our 
connection to the natural world for a 
disconnected time. 
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Stanley: A Prairie 
Dog's Tale, Book Two: 
Family, Friends, and 
Unfriendly Foes 


by Robert Nehls 
Illustrated by Eric Castleman 


Stanley: A Prairie Dog’s Tale Book Two 
picks up where the first book left off, 
delving deeper into Stanley’s world 
as he confronts new adversaries and 
sets out on a mission to protect his 
home and loved ones. Brought to life 
with the playful illustrations of Eric 
Castleman, Stanley and his friends 
embark on an unforgettable journey. 
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RORDER 


Winner of the 2024 
Orbis Pictus Award! 


Border Crossings 


by Sneed B. Collard IlI 
lllustrated by Howard Gray 


Where protective plants once 
stood, an ugly scar now stretches. 


Explore the beauty and biodiversity 
of our spectacular border area 

and see how the border wall 
impacts plants and animals. As two 
endangered ocelots attempt to 
cross the border, they face obstacles 
that drive home the effects of the 
border wall—and the many benefits 
of keeping the border barrier-free. 
Powerful storytelling introduces 
young readers to the wildlife that 
thrives along the border and urges 
budding nature buffs to value and 


protect our environment. 


2023 Southwest 
Books of the 
Year Selection 


Michael Moore: Drawings 
by Paul Gold and Michael Moore 


Michael Moore: Drawings, a new 
book coauthored by Paul Gold and 
Michael Moore, spurred on by the 
success of Bend in the Wash (released 
in 2021), continues the exploration 
of Southern Arizona artists. This 
book is a catalog of selected charcoal 
drawings drawn over five decades, 
including the artist's thoughtful, 


insightful narrative. 


Northward Dreams 
By Craig Lancaster 


From two-time High Plains Book 
Award winner Craig Lancaster 
comes a story of family violence, 
dysfunction, and, perhaps, 
redemption, told across four 
timelines. In his latest novel, 
Lancaster, who has been hailed as 
“one of Montana's most important 
writers,’ goes deep into how history 
shapes and confines us and how 
hope can stubbornly abide. 


More than a decade into the 21st 
century, Nate Ray is down and in 
the final throes before he’s out for 
good. He's burned through jobs and 
the goodwill of others, including 

his son, Brandon. When Nate’s dad 
summons him for a trip from Texas 
to Montana to bury his aunt, Nate's 
self-destruction is put on hold but 


long-simmering issues arise. 
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Rick Newby: Montana’s Regions of the Mind 


By Andrew Guschausky 


In 1934, Gertrude Stein left her 
Parisian home and boarded a 
ship to the U.S. for an extended 
lecture tour. One city that Stein 
was especially excited to visit was 
Helena, Montana. However, with 
colleges unable to sponsor this 
Montana lecture, Stein’s Helena 
visit was not to be. 


This curious bit of history, that Gertrude 
Stein was unable to visit our state’s 

capital, would appear to be as forgettable 

as it is unremarkable. It took the remarkable 
imagination of Rick Newby to elevate this brief 
footnote into an enduring poem. “Gertrude 
Stein Almost Comes to Helena, Montana, 

But Does Not” appeared in his first poetry 
collection, A Radiant Map of the World, which 
received the Montana Arts Council’s First Book 
Award in 1981. The poem was also selected 
for inclusion in the stately literary treasure 
chest that is The Last Best Place: A Montana 
Anthology, taking its place alongside poems 
by Montana’s contemporary poets like Richard 
Hugo, Madeline DeFrees, and Paul Zarzyski. 


Rick Newby has a penchant (actually, 

he calls it a compulsion) for seeking out 
unexpected connections to his home state 
of Montana. For over forty years, in addition 
to writing sublime poetry, he has been writing 
some of the most important essays on our 
state’s literary and visual arts. Local Modernist 
painters, regional avant-garde writers, 
homegrown globally-influenced ceramists— 
Newby has dedicated his career to celebrating 
the unexpected. And there 
is cause now for further 
celebration, as a collection 
of his essays, A Regionalism 
That Travels: Writings on 
(Mostly) Montana Arts, 1975- 
2022, will soon be published 
by the Drumlummon 
Institute (now led by 
executive director, Aaron 
Parrett, Ph.D.—a true 
Montana polymath: fiction 
writer, letterpress printer, 
musician, scholar, historian, 
and English Literature 
professor at the University 
of Providence in Great Falls). 


Step foot into any of our 

local bookshops and 

odds are you will not be 

browsing long before you spot something 
Newby has written, worked on, edited, 
published, or contributed to. In addition to 
his five books of poetry, he has over twenty 
works of cultural history and the visual arts 
to his name. He has written monographs 

on several Treasure State artists, such as 
Theodore Waddell, James Todd, and Sandra 
Dal Poggetto. His overviews of the Poindexter 
collections in Helena’s Montana Historical 
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Society and the Yellowstone Art Museum 

in Billings (“Missionaries for Modernism’) 
and Helena’s Archie Bray Foundation for 

the Ceramic Arts (“A Beautiful Spirit”) are 
extraordinary in both their depth of research 
and their ability to contextualize Montana’s 


significance within the world of the visual arts. 


As an editor, Rick Newby has been tireless 
in his efforts to promote the work, the 
stories, and the voices that broaden our 
state's literary tradition. Through the 
Drumlummon Institute, 
he has edited poetry 
collections by Grace 
Stone Coates, Frieda 
Fligelman, and Roger 
Dunsmore. He was editor 
for Linda Grosskopf's 
On Flatwillow Creek: The 
Story of Montana's N-Bar 
Ranch, Walter Cooper's A 
Most Desperate Situation: 
Frontier Adventures of a 
Young Scout, 1858-1864, 
and Nicholas Vrooman’s 
“The Whole Country 
was... One Robe”: The Little 
Shell Tribe's America. He 
has compiled anthologies, 
= | such as, The New Montana 
Story, Writing Montana: 
Literature Under the Big 
Sky, and An Ornery Bunch: Tales and Anecdotes 
Collected by the W.PA. Montana Writers’ Project. 


He has worked for the Montana Historical 
Society, served as a member of the 
Montana Arts Council, and was on the board 
of directors for the Montana Center for the 
Book. He founded and was the executive 
director of the Drumlummon Institute, a non- 
profit organization dedicated to researching 


and publishing diverse aspects on Western art 
and culture. He co-founded Queen City Jazz, 
a non-profit that presented contemporary jazz 
to Helena and beyond. 


Newby has been recognized for his 
extensive accomplishments; his work has 
proven invaluable to developing a more 
complete history of our state. Along the 
way, he has received several awards, including 
the Montana Governor’s Award for the Arts 
and the Montana Governor's Award for the 
Humanities. His new book spans his entire 
career, and it is through these insightful, 
passionate essays that we better understand 
Montana's past. And, perhaps, its future. 


“Here's a dirty little secret I’ve heard on the 
streets of Helena,’ Newby writes, “that early 

in this century, a Montana couple visiting 

Paris stumbled upon Charlie Russell in the 
galleries of the Louvre. Russell greeted them 
warmly, but begged them not to mention to 
anyone back home that they’d caught him 
shamelessly studying the works of the masters 
in the capital of the decadent and the effete.’ 


At first glance, the thought of “Kid” Russell 
wandering through the Louvre, the echo of 
each step of his cowboy boots scattering 
amidst the world’s greatest works of arts, 
seems, well, as unexpected as the thought of 
Gertrude Stein wandering through the streets 
of Helena. There is a myth that Western art 
must keep any knowledge of the wider world 
to a minimum in order to be “authentic.” To 
maintain its regional flavor, so the myth goes, 
it cannot allow even a hint of influence from 
other cultures. 


There is, it’s true, a pesky and perpetual notion 
that Montana art must stick to certain strict 
guidelines to be considered Montana art. It 


must engage directly and explicitly with our 
cherished natural landscapes, our rural ways of 
life, and our stories that we tell about ourselves. 
It cannot reveal itself to be too well-traveled, 
too cosmopolitan, too sophisticated, too aware 
of art that has its origins somewhere beyond 
the boundaries of our state. 


Throughout his career, Rick Newby has 
revealed that this notion is ultimately borne 
of a nostalgia for a time that never actually 
existed. The myth that Montana began as this 
“rough and ready, barely literate, anti-scholarly 
frontier is just that: a myth. Every single essay 
in A Regionalism That Travels undermines 

this outdated myth. The book is overflowing 
with examples that reveal Montana to be an 
environment that has traditionally been open 
to new ideas, new perspectives, new ways of 
being and thinking. We find, in the pages of 


m" 


this book, a Montana that is remarkably diverse. 


And we find very good reasons for believing 
that Montana will continue to be a place that 
nurtures an uncommonly wide range of artistic 
expression. 


Newby presents Montana artists who are 
open to a more worldly aesthetic. There is 
the poet Frieda Fligelman who was influenced 
by the Fulani language. Ceramic sculptor 
Adrian Arleo found inspiration in Egyptian 

art. Patricia Forsberg’s drawings allude to 11th 
century Japan. It is impossible not to find 
something in these writings that will astonish 
even the most well-informed among us. 


Anishinaal 


In the Etki 


Story and images by Eric Heidle 


Two worlds meet at the Elkhorn Treatment 
Center, a residential behavioral health facility 
located on the grounds of the old Boulder 
River School beneath its namesake mountain 
range in the Boulder valley. The center's day 
room is filled with vibrant art and hand-made 
posters filled with messages of inspiration 
and growth. But there's also a large banner 
featuring a stop sign and the words, “Thinking 
of taking a walk?” It lists the substantial 
penalties possible for leaving the center, 
which for its occupants is a minimum-security 
alternative to incarceration in Montana's 

state prison system. The 30-plus residents 
who currently call Elkhorn home, all of them 
women, are here because of serious substance 
and behavioral issues and related legal 
convictions. 


But as these residents file boisterously into 
the room on a warm January afternoon, the 
next few hours will make this a place of ideas 
and sharing—and part of their growth and 


The jazz critic Whitney Balliett said that jazz, 
like poetry, is an art of surprise. Newby’s 
essays exist on that continuum with jazz 

and poetry; they deliver a surprise with the 
turn of every page. In fact, his piece on the 
legendary painter, printmaker, and University 
of Montana professor, James Todd, delivers 
not only surprises, but jazz too. “Montana 
Improvisations: Jim Todd's Jazz Wood 
Engravings,” is a moving introduction to the 
artist and the musical inspiration he found in a 
seemingly unlikely place. 


“In the grand mythos of the American West,’ 
Newby writes, “the words ‘Montana’ and ‘jazz’ 
are seldom linked. And yet this music did 

find its way to Montana early in the twentieth 
century, and it continued to flourish well into 
mid-century, especially in urban centers like 
Great Falls, Butte, and Helena.” Coming of age 
in Great Falls, Todd was not only captivated by 
jazz through listening to recordings, he was 
able to take in that surprising, improvisatory 
music in local places like the Ozark Club. 
Perhaps even, Newby suggests, hearing Louis 
Armstrong play at the Great Falls Civic Center. 


The essay takes us from Todd's beginnings 
as a jazz enthusiast (something he and Newby 
share) and along the way it connects social 
history, the Civil Rights Movement, and the role 
of women within the jazz world. We are left 
with a beautifully rendered portrait of Todd's 
solemn wood engravings. Their significance 
reaches far beyond the borders of our state, 


mm 
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healing. Montana's poet laureate, Chris La Tray, 
has come from Missoula to read his work to 
these residents, and to hear some of theirs. 
Chris, a Métis and an enrolled member of the 
Little Shell band of Chippewa Indians, has 
brought more than poetry to the room; he 
also brings the weight and legacy of history, 
both his family’s and his people's. Chris begins 
by noting how he’s bothered by all the things 
the women here can't do as a consequence of 
their incarceration. He calls it “an affront to the 
Anishinaabe way of being,’ and says he’s here 
to focus on the things they can do. 


Anishinaabe is a nuanced name. Generally, 
it’s a term which refers to a culturally and 
linguistically related group of First Nations 
peoples, once centered around the Great 
Lakes of North America. The Chippewa fall 
under this umbrella, and Chris might refer 

to the Little Shell more broadly by the term. 
But it also has cultural meanings drawn from 
the spiritual origins of these peoples, with 
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and yet there is a distinct Montana connection 
intertwined in their essence. 


Those lucky enough to find a copy of that first 
collection of Rick Newby’s poetry will notice 

on the cover that there is Todd's woodcut print 
of the jazz great, Charlie “Bird” Parker. That 
quality that is simultaneously engaged with 
the wider world and yet deeply rooted in its 
sense of place has been there from the very 
beginning of this writer’s career. Locating these 
improbable connections is his gift. And it is our 
great fortune that he has spent his life sharing 
his gift with us. 


In the foreword to A Regionalism That 
Travels, the brilliant poet Melissa Kwasny 
writes that Rick Newby is a“generous 
sharer of enthusiasms.” His enthusiasms, 
as evident in this selection, are various 
indeed. And while reading his essays, 

it doesn’t take long for his enthusiasms 

to become ours, too. It is through his 
generosity (as a writer, a reader, a passionate 
observer) that he has greatly expanded 
our understanding and appreciation of 
art created under the Big Sky. And he has 
shown us, through all of these unexpected 
connections, a commonality that is deeply 
human. It has been right there in front of 
us all along. All we have to do is look. 


Chris La Tray speaks 
about poetry to residents 
at the Elkhorn Treatment 
Center in Boulder. 


shades of meaning equivalent to “the people 
who live upon the earth in the right way,’ or 
“good humans.” 


For Chris, seeing these women living under 
legal and physical restrictions runs counter 
to this sense of Anishinaabe. Though 

the center is a positive and focused place 

of healing, its structure is also a reminder 

that the world’s not fully in balance. This 
afternoon, however, poetry will become a 
force which dispels walls and fences and rules, 
by transporting us all to wherever the writers’ 
imaginations are willing to go. 


Chris draws the group out of the space ina 
more literal way as well. Before any poems 
are read, he talks about the four traditional 
medicines—sage, sweetgrass, tobacco and 
cedar—he’s brought with him in small bundles, 
then leads us out into the center’s fenced 

back yard to use those bundles for smudging. 
Smudging ceremonies have many uses and 
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Chris’ bundles of medicines 
for smudging. 


meanings, and today’s serves to foster a sense 
of community and intention around sharing 
words and experiences. The group forms a 
circle and wafts the fragrant smoke from the 
bundles toward themselves, each participant 
required only to take away what it means for 
them personally. 


Back in the day room, Chris spends some 
time talking about his career, noting that 
he never thought of himself as a poet until 
others began calling him one. That began 
happening, in turn, with the publication of 
his book One-Sentence Journal, a collection 
drawn from his daily practice of writing single 
strong sentences distilled from that day’s 
observations. Chris reinforces this idea of 
immediacy and accessibility for the residents 
in the audience, who've all recently written 


Chris responds as Meghan Mankin 
reads from her work. 


poems around the theme of winter. Chris 
reads a bit from his own work, then gets 
down to the true business of the day: hearing 
their words. 


Six or seven residents take turns standing 
with Chris at the front of the room and 
doing as he’s done: reading their poems 
under the full scrutiny of the group. Tone 

and intention varies. One poem riffs slyly 

on Clement Clarke Moore's “A Visit From St. 
Nicholas,’ setting scenes from life at the center 
to its iconic meter. Another is a starkly honest 
letter both from and to its author, describing 
her journey through addiction and recovery. 
Perhaps the only common elements in every 
reading are the courage each resident shows 
by sharing her work, and the unqualified 
whoops and applause from the crowd in 


Residents gather for a smudging before 
they and Chris read their work. 


Chris listens with a smile as each 

resident reads, appreciating their work 

as colleagues in this apprenticeship of 
shaping sound. And as the workshop ends 
he’s thanked by many of them who want to 
shake hands or follow up with a question 
about writing. The residents filter out to the 
next part of their day, to classes or counseling 
or chores, and we gather our things for the 
drive home. Jangling car keys and stepping 
out into the sun, free to go where we will, we 
say our goodbyes to Chris as he heads one 
way and we another. And he’s still smiling, 
basking in the shared whiff of smoke and 
words and Anishinaabe, reveling, perhaps, 
in the sense that no matter where we're at 
in life there’s simply so much we can do. 


My friends, | am behind on 
everything. Even this column. If it 
were a train about to chug away from 
the station and rattle off to somewhere 
interesting, l'm the guy lumbering 
down the tracks waving my hands 
and hoping to leap aboard before it 
gathers momentum and draws away 
from me. That's something you may 
not realize about the good people 

at the Montana Arts Council: the 
abundant patience required in dealing 
with flaky artists and our higgledy 
piggledy approach to time tables. In 
this case they are leaning over the 
back platform of the caboose, hands 
outstretched, urging, “Run, you can do 
it!” Meanwhile other responsibilities, 
as represented by villains falling in 
behind, are in hot pursuit, firing pistols 
and throwing rocks in my wake. 


Which is another way to say things 
have gotten a little out of hand in 

my life due to (if | may suddenly take 
a hard left into another metaphor) 
copious and fecund growth. You know 
how sometimes you may tend your 
yard, or a patch of garden, and then 
you leave town for a spell or days 
and days of rainy weather arrives 

and the next thing you know you are 
viewing an unrecognizable explosion 
of verdant abundance where once 


response. 


things seemed orderly? Tidy rows 
and careful labels and arrangements 
are obliterated by waving fronds you 
never remember planting in the first 
place? That’s my calendar! And | really 
wouldn't have it any other way. 


For the Arts to remain vibrant 
sometimes things need to get out of 
hand, and friends, does our global 
situation ever need a reset. Artists— 
and aren't we all artists?—need to 
get out of hand. A writer friend once 
advised me years ago that in order for 
our work to flourish, we need to be in 
the habit of saying, “Yes!” even when 
it might seem a little risky. It’s time 

to push all of our boundaries to take 
back so much of what has been ceded 
to unsavory distractions that leave us 
grinding our teeth in despair. There's 
no time for that! 


I've taken my friend’s advice to heart 
and | say “Yes!” with enthusiasm to 
pretty much everything | am asked to 
do that | possibly can, including things 
| might have considered a little more 
carefully. It’s a good problem to have, 
though, this busy-ness, these demands 
on my time and attention; | feel it’s my 
responsibility as poet laureate to be 
out there as an ambassador not just of 
the art of words, but the pursuit and 
practice and urging-on of every single 
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R A Time to Flourish 


By Chris La Tray, Montana Poet Laureate 


individual's expression of creativity. 
This is how we find ways to get along. 
This is how the world blooms anew. 
This is how we all flourish. | love this 
beautiful world and | want everyone to 
revel in the delight of being alive in it. 


So as the weather changes, and 
everything dormant begins to awaken, 
| hope to see many of you all over the 
state, emerging from your winter dens 
with an urge to express something 
beautiful out into this new and 
freshly-abundant community. We are 
all waiting to see what you have in 
store for us. 


Seed 


If an entire world might exist 
on a mote of pollen clinging to 
the flower of a thistle, 

then what about the 
blueberry seed 

wedged into the chasm 

of my broken tooth? 


What catastrophe looms 
for its atomic inhabitants 
every time | worry it with 
my lacerated tongue, 


which is to say nothing 

for the event 

in which the delightful berry 
was pulped into seed 

in the first place. 


lam incapable of saving 
my dying world, 
but what about theirs? 


Perhaps I should keep 
the dentist at bay, and 
let the seed 
germinate in the 
steamy hot house 

of my mouth. 


Might an entire universe sprout, 
green and woody 

limbs and vines 

erupting from my cheek, 
wreathing my entire head, 

until my body surrenders itself 
as compost to the flowering 

of a lush new multiverse? 


What then might I think of 
my efforts? 


How gorgeous might their 
worlds be? 


Wrts Learning 
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Artists [are] in Schools and Communities 


All across Montana, learning in the arts—led by professional teaching 
artists—is happening within community centers, museums, schools, 
theatres, arts and cultural centers, and plenty of non-traditional spaces 
as well. Whether transporting learners for first-hand experiences with art 
or artists, providing the necessary materials to facilitate exploration in an 
arts medium, or providing support for artist-led learning opportunities, 
projects administered by community-anchored organizations with 
Artists in Schools and Communities (AISC) funds are helping extend our 


every age and ability. 


Art Mobile of Montana Dillon Art Mobile of Montana Travel Money $2,500.00 


Gocer pateway Elementary Anello E i Art Programming for Glacier Gateway Elementary School 


Penni 
Helena Symphony Education Experience with Percussionists Lynn Vartan 
Helena : a 
and Weichen Lin 
Hungry Hill Center for Art, Educa- 


tion, and Outreach Adaptive Pottery Wheel Purchase 
Intermountain Opera Association Bozeman Wheels of Harmony" - Sharing Indigenous Culture and Music With $2,500.00 
Montana Schools 

Missoula Community Radio Monthly A/V Club $2,400.00 

Partnering for Prevention: Taking A Building Trauma Resilience and Healing thru Art and Music: NoMore 

Stand Against Violence ' prcat halls Violence Week 2024 ey 
Artists in the Classroom $690.00 

SEM gee Meri cole beari Whitefish | Arts & Ancestors $2,500.00 

Center 

Red Lodge Music Festival Billings Red Lodge Music Festival, Inc. $2,500.00 

Ruder Elementary Sle Art Programming for Ruder Elementary School $2,500.00 

Sunburst Arts and Education Teen Musicals Development $2,500.00 


Yellowstone Art Museum Billings 


Rau Elementary School 


Supporting Lifelong Learners and Creative Aging through Art Education | $2,500.00 


$32,690.00 


Helena Symphony AISC Experiences project. Photos by Cameron Betchey. 


A Striking Experience 


On Friday March 22nd the Helena Symphony 
and internationally noted guest soloists Lynn 
Vartan and Weichen Lin had the opportunity 
to visit two local high school music classrooms 
to host percussion masterclasses. Both 
individual percussion students and ensembles 
participated and received enriching advice and 
instruction by Vartan and Lin. A particularly 
special moment that occurred with the Helena 
High School students was the chance for all 
percussion students in the class, no matter their 
instrument of focus or musical background, to 
gathered and learn mallet technique directly 
from Vartan. 


She had the chance to explain in detail the two 
main hand grips from the American tradition 
of percussion, the Burton and the Stevens. 
Vartan explained how each grip functioned, 
why each grip is used or preferred by individual 
professional percussionists, and provided 
specific technique and instruction on how 
students can practice. 


Each student sat in a circle around 
the guest soloists and were provided 
mallets, and had the opportunity to 
have their grip technique observed 
and performed with the group. 


reach across the state and ignite meaningful artistic expression among 


Submitted to the December 2023 AISC Experiences deadline and 
approved for funding by MAC's Arts Education Committee in late 
January, 14 recently-launched projects are providing a wide range of arts 
learning experiences across disciplines and across our vast geography. 
The following chart highlights projects that were awarded funds in this 
recent round. 


Requests submitted to the upcoming 
AISC Experiences April 18 deadline, the 
first of three due dates in the current 
calendar year, will continue to fund arts 
learning experiences in its three funding 
categories: firsthand engagement with 
art and artists—including in-person 

and virtual learning led by professionals 
across disciplines—tools, supplies and 
equipment supporting experimentation 
with new arts media or methods, and 
transportation funds to connect arts 
learners with arts experiences. 


2024 
AISC Experiences 
Deadlines 


April 18 at 5 PM 
August 15 at 5 PM 
December 12 at 5 PM 


art.mt.gov/aisc 


Vartan did an exceptional job breaking down 
the mechanics of each grip, and gave examples 
of when each grip would be best suited for a 
piece of music or player. The long-term impact 
of this moment is immense, allowing each 
student to learn from a Grammy Award winning 
percussionist and continue their musical study 
beyond the masterclass with a fundamental 
piece of technique presented in a digestible 
way that will improve their overall musicianship. 
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Butte, Whitefish Teens Win Montana State Poetry 
Out Loud Top Honors 


On Saturday, March 2nd fifteen high school students 
from schools statewide squared off on the stage of 
Grandstreet Theatre in Helena to compete in the 
2024 Montana Poetry Out Loud State Finals. And 
when the dust had settled and final scores were 
tallied, three juniors—two from Butte High School 
and one from Whitefish High School—had taken 
top honors. 


Molly Ogan from Butte won first place with her 
final-round recitation of “Nothing to Do” by James 
Ephriam McGirt, after reciting “The Strengths of 
Fields” by James L. Dickey and “Requiem by Camille 
T. Dungy in Saturday's two semifinal rounds. 
Unsurprisingly, Molly plans to attend the University 
of Montana to study to become a high school 
English teacher and published poet. 


In second place was Molly’s Butte High classmate 
Laurina Barbosa, who recited “One Art” by Elizabeth 
Bishop, “April Midnight” by Arthur Symons and “All 
This and More” by Mary Karr in successive rounds. 
Originally an alternate for the finals, Laurina learned 
just a day and a half before the event that she would 
be competing after another student had to drop 
out due to illness. In third place, Whitefish’s Jake 


Jake Dunker, Molly Ogan, and Laurina Barbosa reciting works 


Growing the Creative Aging Field 


Specifically designed to meet the unique needs 

of adult learners, aged 60 and over, interested 

in gaining experience in or mastering art forms 
through robust, sequentially designed workshops, 
Creative Aging programs provide access to learning 
while also combatting ageism and isolation. 
Provided most frequently as peer-group programs, 
importantly they include multi-generational 
programming as well, honoring the acquired 
knowledge and experience of older adults as a 
community asset and providing those adults with 
the opportunity to build meaningful relationships 
with youth. 


In continuation of its creative aging initiative, the 
Montana Arts Council (MAC) is a current participant 
in the Lifetime Arts-led project entitled Advancing 
Creative Aging in the Western States. Alongside state 
arts agencies and other state partners in Idaho, 
Nevada, Utah and Wyoming, MAC is currently 
engaged with partnerships in rural and remote 
towns across Montana with assistance from the 
Montana State Library (MSL). Together MSL and 
MAC, with grant dollars and professional support 
from Lifetime Arts—a national leader in the field 

of creative aging work—are seeding programs 
through five Montana community libraries which 
will ultimately serve to demonstrate the work for 

all those interested statewide. Advancing Creative 
Aging in the Western States is funded by the May and 
Stanley Smith Charitable Trust through their grant 
award to Lifetime Arts. 


Dunker used his experience in Speech and Debate 
competitions to deliver polished renditions of “Life 
Cycle of Common Man” by Howard Nemerov, “The 
Paradox” by Paul Laurence Dunbar and “In a London 
Drawingroom” by George Eliot. 


By becoming this year’s Montana Poetry Out Loud 
State Champion, Molly Ogan will travel with her 
family to Washington D.C. on April 30th to represent 
Montana in the National Poetry Out Loud Finals 
May 1st and 2nd. She'll be competing for the top 
prize of $20,000 along with one student from every 
American state and jurisdiction. Now in its 19th 
year, Poetry Out Loud is a program of the National 
Endowment for the Arts in partnership with the 
Poetry Foundation, and is administered by state 
arts agencies, including the Montana Arts Council. 
Participation begins in schools, with teachers 
providing coaching and guidance in preparation 
for regional competitions which decide each year’s 
state finalists. 


The Mining City’s strong showing this year is due 

in large part to Scott Cooney, Butte High School 
English teacher and long-time participating Poetry 
Out Loud educator, who led the program in multiple 


Each rural library involved in the project is hosting 
a six- to seven-week arts learning opportunity led 

by a guest teaching artist. Two of the five projects 

are now underway with the remaining three set to 
launch by mid-April. 


In Browning, through the Medicine Spring Library 
under the direction of Aaron LaFromboise, 
photographer Jacob Cowgill is currently leading 

a class centered in telling stories through 
photography. Among the planned topics over the 
six sessions, basic camera usage, including the 
“camera in our pocket,’ will be covered along with 
simple photography techniques and the study of 
composition, lighting, and subject matter choice. 


At the Lincoln County Library in Eureka, teaching 
artist Jemina Watstein has been leading a survey 
course on fiber arts, offering creative expression 
experience and skill building in surface design, 
textile collage, dry felting and weaving. Participants 
are encouraged to build their artistic skill set with 
each medium and work toward original pieces 

that may include a mix of fiber art media. Jemina 

is working in partnership with Eureka librarian 

Siri Larsen. 


By the end of May, three additional classes will have 
taken place in libraries across the state. 


With a focus on poetry, but with opportunities for 
fiction and memoir expression, Havre poet and 
Montana Book Award winner, Charles Finn will lead 
participants on a “fun, relaxed, and encouraging 
six-week journey exploring how to put down in 


. Right: State Finalists and judges. Photo courtesy of Montana Arts Council. 


classes and provided leadership and support for 
fellow Butte High teachers. This year, 120 Butte 
students vied for the top three spots at regionals, 
including those who ultimately achieved the titles of 
State Champion and Runner-up. 


Montana State Finals judge and former Poet 
Laureate Mark Gibbons will be coaching Molly as 
she prepares for National Finals competition. Of 
her recitation ability, he says: “Molly will be a great 
representative for Montana at Poetry Out Loud 
National Finals in Washington D.C. Her recitations 
are heartfelt, and her love of language celebrates 
each poet's words.” 


Montanans of all ages are invited to congratulate 
Molly and cheer her on as she competes in next 
month’s National Finals. Last year’s Montana 
champion, Wica-ta-wi Hoksina Brown of Polson, was 
among nine final competitors for the national title, 
and Molly is poised to go far as well. Montanans 

will be able to watch as she competes; the National 
Finals will be broadcast on May 1 & 2 via the 
National Endowment for the Arts website: https:// 
www.arts.gov/initiatives/poetry-out-loud 


words what you've always wanted to say.” Havre-Hill 
County library director, Rachel Rawn, is supporting 
the class. 


Another writing class entitled “Tell Your Story’, will 
be led by writer and teaching artist Tess Fahlgren in 
Glasgow with support from Glasgow City-County 
library director Megan Haddix. In this course, 
participants will “be guided in generative writing 
sessions, share and receive peer feedback, and go 
through the revision process.” 


Throughout April and May, participants in Forsyth 
will engage in artmaking through the exploration 
of clay as a medium. Miles City teaching artist 

Keely Perkins will lead the six-week course in 
partnership with library director Yvonne Redding 

of the Rosebud County Library. Participants will 
have the opportunity to learn several different 

clay hand building and surface design techniques 
across the sessions, capped by experience in glazing 
their works. 


Each of the five library-hosted classes will culminate 
with a public event that will allow participants to 
share work with family, friends, and the community. 
In addition, highlights from all five projects will 

be showcased at a statewide creative aging event, 
Montana Leading Creative Aging, which will convene 
in Lewistown on June 3. 


For more information on MAC's Creative Aging 
initiative, contact Arts Education Director Monica 
Grable at (406) 444-6522. 
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XP O | g Native artists from our region have had a disproportionate level 


of recognition farther afield, such as at the renowned and highly 


competitive juried art market, SWAIA - the Southwestern Association for 
© Indian Arts, held annually in Santa Fe, New Mexico. In 2023, ten Native 

artists from our region were awarded numerous awards: 

Our extraordinary beadwork artist, Jackie Larson Bread (Blackfeet) 


garnered a remarkable three awards - Best in Class, Best of Division, and 
By Jennifer Woodcock-Medicine Horse First Place: 


CLASS VIII: Beadwork and Quillwork: Best in Class 


Although some of Montana's growth in the past 


few years has come with growing pains, one area VIII: DIVISION C: Other Items, Non-attire: Best of Division 

that has been nothing but good is the remarkable VIIIC: CATEGORY 3101 - Contemporary Beadwork and/or 

surge in the number of successful Native artists Quillwork. Any Form: First Place 

recognized at home and abroad. Ms. Bread is no stranger to appreciation at SWAIA - she was awarded the 
The Federal Indian Arts & Crafts Board (IACB) Directory currently lists top honor, Best of Show, in 2013 and again in 2019. 


sixteen registered artisans in Montana, but does not provide historical 
numbers for comparison, so this assessment is one of qualitative 
gleanings. The Native artists enrolled with the IACB are a tiny fraction of 
the recognized Native artists from our region participating in numerous 
events such as the Montana Folk Festival First Peoples Market (31 artists), 
Mountain Time Arts’ many projects, such as the iterative Yellowstone 
Revealed, and Tinworks Art’s 2023 installation piece by Layli Long 
Soldier, Day Poem: Sun Mirrors. 


Yellowstone Revealed 2023 by Mountain Time Arts: installations by artists Sean 
Chandler and Ben Pease; Image by NPS / Ashton Hooker 


Jackie Larson Bread (Blackfeet) We Are Fierce, horse mask. 2023 Photo: Tira 
Howard / SWAIA. 


Terran Last Gun (Blackfeet) was awarded both the IAIA Distinguished 
Alumni Award, and First Place for IIIA: Category 1106 — Ledger Art, 

any medium. Bill Mendoza (Oglala Lakota) also won two first place 
awards, VIIIA: Category 2902 - Moccasins, and VIIIC: Category 3104. 

Emil Her Many Horses (Oglala Sioux) won First Place - VIIB: Category 
3003 - Boundary, and Second Place - VIIIB: Category 3001 — Plains 

Style Dolls/Soft Sculptures with a Preponderance of Beadwork and/ 

or Quillwork. First Place awards were achieved by Juanita Growing 
Thunder-Fogarty (Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes/Fort Peck) in VIIA: 
Category 2903 - Accessories (Including Coordinated Sets); by Salisha 
Old Bull (Confederated Salish and Kootenai) in VIIIC: Category 3102 - 
Cradleboards; and by Payton Growing Thunder Fogarty in IXC: Category 
3613 - Miscellaneous. Megan McDermott (Little Shell) took Second 
Place in VIIIC: Category 3104 and Honourable Mention VIIB: Category 
2803 - Mixed Media Dolls & Soft Sculpture without a Preponderance of 
Beadwork & Quillwork. Kevin Pourier (Oglala Sioux) received Honourable 
a Mention in VIIA: Category 2710 - Miscellaneous Traditional Objects. 


barar 


Day Poems: Sun Mirrors by Layli Long Soldier. Photo by Blair Speed. Tinworks Art 2023. 
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An additional thirty-three Native artists from our region were 
selected through the rigorous jury process and participated in the 
2023 SWAIA Art Market: 


Antonio Williams (N Arapaho/Wind River), Camryn Growing Thunder 
(Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes/Fort Peck), Carlin Bear Don’t Walk 
(Absaalooke), Carol Douglas (N Arapaho/Wind River), Charlene Holy Bear 
(Standing Rock Sioux), Christopher Chaves (Eastern Shoshone/Wind 
River), Colton Sun Rhodes (N Arapaho), Dallin Maybee (N. Arapaho/ 
Wind River), Darryl Growing Thunder (Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes/ 

Fort Peck), Del Curfman (Absaalooke), Donna Cummings (N. Arapaho/ 
Wind River), Elias Not Afraid (Absaalooke); Hillary Kempenich (Turtle 
Mountain); Jade Bread (Navajo/Blackfeet); Jessa Rae Growing Thunder 
(Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes/Fort Peck); Jocy Little Sky (Three Affiliated 
Tribes/Ft Berthold); John Murie (Chippewa Cree/Rocky Boy’s); Jocelyn 
Fogarty (Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes/Fort Peck; Kydd Little Sky (Oglala 
Sioux); Lauren Good Day (Three Affiliated Tribes/Ft Berthold); Mikaylee 
Old Coyote (N Arapaho); Monte Yellow Bird Sr. (Three Affiliated Tribes/Ft 
Berthold); Osceola Red Shirt (Oglala Sioux); Payton Fogarty (Assiniboine 
and Sioux Tribes/Fort Peck), Presley LaFountain (Turtle Mountain); 
Ramey Growing Thunder (Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes/Fort Peck), Randi 
Fox (Three Affiliated Tribes/Ft Berthold); Rebekah Jarvey (Chippewa 
Cree/Rocky Boy’s); Robert Martinez (N Arapaho/Wind River); Roger Broer 
(Oglala Sioux); Shayna Grandbois (Turtle Mountain); Sunrose Ironshell 
(Rosebud Sioux); and Terrance Guardipee (Blackfeet). 


B. Yellowtail Power Suit collection trousers, worn by First Americans Museum 
employee for special evening event. October 2023. Photo by J Woodcock-MH 


In the glamorous world of runway fashion, Native artists from 
Montana have achieved global recognition, presenting their 
collections at runway shows in New York, Paris and Milan Fashion 
Weeks. Bethany Yellowtail (N Cheyenne/Absaalooke) was born in Wyola, 
graduated from Tongue River High School, obtained her degree from 
the Fashion Institute of Design and Merchandising in Los Angeles, and 
hit the ground running. After working in the industry, she founded 

her design firm, B. Yellowtail in 2014. She has been a mainstay in 

Native fashion since, releasing noteworthy work such as her Future 
Chairwoman collection and Power Suit collection. Her inclusion in 
international runway shows paved the way for other Montana Native 
designers to follow suit, so to speak. In February 2017, Belinda Bullshoe 
(Blackfeet) was the first Native American designer to open a major 
fashion show in New York City, which she followed with participation in 
Paris Fashion week, and dozens of runway shows since. Della BigHair- 
Stump (Absaalooke) has shown her work at Paris Fashion Week, and has 
had her work displayed in the Smithsonian. Rebekah Jarvey (Chippewa 
Cree) has collaborated with Nike on their SB Dunk Low x N7 line, and 
participated in the 2023 Cannes Indigenous Fashion Festival. These are 
but a handful of leaders in this rapidly growing field. 
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American film spent decades miscasting non-Native actors in Native 
roles. Fortunately, Native actors such as Michael and Eddie Spears (Kul 
Wičaša Lakota) have steadfastly infiltrated the cinematic world. Michael 
Spears launched his film career at thirteen with the role of Otter in 
Dances With Wolves; his filmography includes 31 films and television 
series acting credits. Despite his notable success in Hollywood, Spears 
remains close to traditional Lakota culture and ceremony. Michael and 
Eddie Spears also modeled artist Virgil Ortiz’ (Cochiti Pueblo) landmark 
Indigene clothing line. Eddie Spears acted in his first film, Geronimo, at 
the tender age of ten, and like his older brother, worked steadily with 

31 films, TV series, and animation voiceover credits in his filmography, 
as well as Producer credit on the 2023 film, Double Nickel. In addition 

to their acting, both Spears brothers are active proponents of green 
energy and are activists bringing attention to MMIW, environmental and 
cultural sovereignty issues. 


And how can we not wrap up this paean to Indigenous creativity 
without lauding the remarkable accomplishment of Kalispell’s own Lily 
Gladstone (Piegan Blackfeet/Nez Perce). Gladstone became interested in 
theatrical acting as a small child, participated in stage acting throughout 
her childhood and college at the University of Montana. In 2012 she 
acted in her first film, Jimmy P.: Psychotherapy of a Plains Indian, followed 
by roles in Winter in the Blood, Buster’s Mal Heart, and her Los Angeles 
Film Critics award for Best Supporting Actress role in Certain Women 

in 2016. Her filmography includes fourteen film and TV roles. In 2023, 
Gladstone made cinematic history with her portrayal of lead character 
Mollie Kyle in Martin Scorsese's feature film, Killers of the Flower Moon. 

In January 2024 she became the first Indigenous woman to be awarded 
the Golden Globe Award - in this case, for Best Actress in a Motion 
Picture Drama. In February 2024 she received critical acclaim from her 
peers when she received the Screen Actors Guild Award for Best Female 
Actor - again, the first Indigenous actor to receive this award. We can 
expect more treats from Gladstone; she is cast in two films, Memory 
Police with Scorsese, and Jazzy with director Morrisa Maltz. The value 

of having Indigenous actors cast in Indigenous roles is incalculable. 

We have witnessed the perpetuation of racist stereotypes whether 
intentionally or not promoted by non-Native actors portraying Native 
people. Native actors are capable of conveying a level of nuance in these 
roles that would be virtually impossible for someone not raised in the 
culture. Fortunately we now have many superbly talented actors to fill 
these roles—Tantoo Cardinal, Wes Studi, and Graham Greene aren't 
alone anymore! 


Although encyclopaedic in aspect, and short on philosophy, this 
musing is intended as a snapshot in time, documenting just a 

few artists in a remarkable eruption of talent. Each of the artists 
named is worthy of their own article, and it is this author's hope that 
the curious reader will investigate further. Native artists have a deep 
history of remarkable achievement—thousands of years of perfecting 
craft and experimenting with voice. However, with the advent of settler 
colonialism, the vast traditional trade routes and markets evaporated, 
no longer serving to showcase artists and provide opportunities 

for meaningful work. Native artists became relegated to anonymity 
and roadside tourist stands. However, times have again shifted, and 
particularly in the last decade or so, the increasing presence of Native 
artists in mainstream museums, films, fashion, galleries and public 
appreciation has been remarkable, and a long time coming. 
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By Taylor Burby 


This year, the Montana 
Arts Council welcomed 
three new additions to 
the Circle: 


Dakota bead artist and star quilter Ramey 
Growing Thunder of the Assiniboine 

and Sioux Tribes of the Fort Peck Indian 
Reservation; boot maker Mike Ryan of 
Helena, and Crow bead artist and fashion 
designer Olivia “Rose” Williamson of the 


Crow Reservation. Growing Thunder, Ryan, and 
Williamson join 49 previous honorees in an 
illustrious group that represents some of the 
most skilled and respected tradition bearers in 
Montana. MCAM shines a light on Montanans 
who are among the best in the world in their 
artform and who are a vital part of Montana’s 
heritage and cultural landscape. 


The folk and traditional arts are rooted ina 
community (ethnic, geographic, linguistic, 
religious, occupational) or family. They reflect 
the aesthetics and values of the community 
in which they arise and are often symbols of 


a group's identity. The skills of producing the 
artwork are often taught person-to-person, 
and a practitioner's craft exists as part of a 
lineage and tradition which extends well 
beyond their own career. As such, MCAM 
honorees are expected to not only display 
artistic mastery but also show a commitment 
to passing on their knowledge. 


Join us in welcoming Ramey Growing 
Thunder, Mike Ryan, and Olivia “Rose” 
Williamson to the Montana Circle of 
American Masters. 
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Ramey Growing Thunder, is an award- 
winning traditional Dakota and Diné 

bead artist and star quilter, as well as an 
educator and Director of the Language 

& Culture Department for Fort Peck 
Assiniboine & Sioux Tribes. Through 

her mastery of traditional beadwork 

and quilt making, coupled with her role 

in educating individuals at local, state, 

and national levels, Ramey has dedicated 

her life to safeguarding her culture. Through 
her artistry, she aims to honor the legacy and 
teachings of her ancestors and ensure that their 
traditions thrive for generations to come. 


In 1982, as a young girl, Ramey sat beside her mother as she crafted 
beaded belt buckles, pouches, and moccasins to support their family’s 
income, absorbing the intricate process. With her mother’s guidance, 
she began her own journey into beadwork, starting with friendship 
bracelets for her brothers. As she grew, so did her skills, from assisting 
her mother with royalty crowns and moccasins to adorning friends 
with beaded hair barrettes during her high school years. In 2000, while 
attending college in Poplar, MT, Ramey enrolled in a star quilt making 
class, discovering her natural talent for quilt-making, which evolved 
from baby quilts to intricate king-size creations. Marrying in 2003, 
Ramey has also collaborated with her husband and renowned ledger 
artist, Darryl Growing Thunder, combining her beadwork expertise 
with his artistic background to create larger-scale projects, including 
fully beaded cradleboards and competition bags. Together, they honed 
their entrepreneurial skills, marking a fruitful 21-year journey of artistic 
collaboration and personal growth. 


While her expansive repertoire includes cradleboards, bags, moccasins, 
beaded jewelry, and ribbon skirts, Ramey’s niche in the art world is her 
beaded late1800s antique doctor bags. When beading, she replaces 

the bag’s leather with brain-tanned hides from deer, elk, or moose, 
while utilizing the original hardware. When selecting her beads, Ramey 
occasionally travels out of state just to locate antique beads and 
supplies. Her craft pays homage to a historical cultural artistic statement 
whereby Dakota women adorned doctor bags with beads as a sign of 
gratitude for Western medicine doctors who helped their community. 
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Making the doctor bags not only allows her to 
keep a tradition practiced by few alive but also 
honors her efforts to become a doctor herself; 
on May 13, 2023, Ramey achieved her Ph.D. 
in interdisciplinary studies with an emphasis 
on cultural and linguistic anthropology, 
Native American studies, and educational 
leadership. 


Throughout her career, Ramey has garnered 
numerous accolades. From winning her first 
Southwestern Association for Indian Arts award 
in 2003 for her cradle board to securing first- 
place honors in the beadwork division in 2022 
and 2023 at the Heard Art Show in Phoenix, AZ, 
her journey has been marked by a string of successes. 
Notable achievements include winning Best of Show at the 
Fort Peck Community College art show in 2005 and earning top 
honors in beadwork competitions such as the Northern Plains Indian 
Art Market and the Heard Art Show. Ramey’s consistent recognition 
underscores her mastery of beadwork techniques, such as the Sioux 
two-lane stitch, and her ability to create intricately crafted pieces that 
captivate audiences and judges alike. 


Ramey, drawing on the inspiration from the leadership and discipline 
instilled by her late father, embodies his enduring motto, “aim higher.’ 
Infused with this guiding ethos, she channels her efforts towards 
uplifting her community, leveraging her expertise and resources 

to empower others to enhance their incomes and bolster the local 
economy. Following her father’s passing in 2022, Ramey took on the 
role of teaching her mother the art of crafting star quilts. Equipped 
with these newfound skills, her mother was able to supplement her 
income in the wake of her husband's passing. Furthermore, Ramey has 
taught her three sons, one of whom now supplies the community with 
star quilts for cultural events such as birthdays, funerals, and star quilt 
ceremonies. Beyond her immediate family, Ramey extends her reach 
by offering cultural arts classes to K-12 and GED students, teachers, and 
college students across several towns, including Fort Kipp, Brockton, 
Poplar, Wolf Point, Frontier, Oswego, and Frazer. These educational 
initiatives encompass a variety of traditional crafts, including moccasin 
making, beaded jewelry making, and ribbon skirt making, and have 
helped students to support their families and preserve their cultural 
traditions for future generations. For these efforts, Ramey received the 
Montana Ambassador Educator of the Year award in 2023. 


Over the course of his 45-year career 
in crafting Western and working 

boots and shoes, Mike Ryan has 
meticulously crafted over 5,000 pairs 
of custom boots for clients spanning 
from Montana to the broader 

Western region. With an unwavering 
dedication to preserving the heritage 
and enduring legacy of Western 
leatherwork, Mike has painstakingly 
crafted each pair, ensuring that his 
craftsmanship embodies the essence of 
tradition, durability, and timeless style. 


In Montana’s vast and rugged landscape, 

Western boots have long served as essential attire 

within the ranching, rodeo, and outdoor work culture, 

symbolizing both practical necessity and iconic Western heritage, 

with roots dating back to the mid-nineteenth century. The demand for 
quality work footwear, essential for ranching, logging, mining, and other 
outdoor occupations, has endured and is closely entwined with the 
development of civic and cultural communities. Mike’s work not only 
meets this demand but embodies a connection to Montana’s cultural 
heritage and values, and it reflects the enduring tradition of boot 
making, which has remained essentially unchanged for over 160 years. 


Growing up outside Brusett, Montana, Mike developed an interest in 
boot and shoemaking, inspired by a local shoe repair shop in Jordan 
that served area ranching communities. After his service in the Navy, 
Mike returned to Montana and gained foundational skills at Al’s Bootery 
in Billings before delving into custom boot making under the guidance 
of Mike Ives. Working at Boyce Tack & Western store for six years further 
honed his expertise before he eventually opened his own shop in 
Helena in 1986. Here, he not only provided shoe repair services but 

also built a loyal following for his custom boots. Many of these clients 
have become repeat customers, a testament to the quality and style of 
his work. Over the years, Mike has continued to refine his craft through 
collaborations with other boot and saddle makers. He has even traveled 
out of state to learn custom shoe making, ensuring he could cater to a 
diverse clientele in his community. 


Mike's boots stand as a testament to the rich tradition of Western 
leatherwork, offering a diverse range of styles from functional work 
boots to intricately designed rodeo and dress boots, each crafted 


MONTANA CIRCLE 


Mike Ryan 
2024 


with precision and passion. According to Mike 
Korn, friend and client of four decades, “Each 
of Mike's boots are hand-made, literally 
constructed from the ground up, from 
measuring a customers feet, crafting a 
personal last (the form on which the boot 
is built), cutting and sewing the various 
elements together made from a wide variety 
of leathers from bull hide to exotics, along 
with adding any kind of decorative stitching 
that a customer may desire.’ As stated by Korn, 
these customers ranger from working cowboys 
and foresters, to gentlemen ranchers, and all 
those “who ride the concrete canyons of towns and 
urban areas.” 


Today, Mike serves as a tradition bearer, an inspiration for the 
next generation of boot makers, and the owner of a cultural institution, 
Ryan's Boot & Shoe Repair. Korn refers to Mike's shop as a “cultural 
experience,’ a space where members of the Western community 
congregate around Mike’s work bench, sharing coffee and current 
events between customers. Korn describes this space as “a maze of 
stitching equipment, sewing machines and tools, each dedicated to 
particular purpose and process.’ It is within this maze, and around this 
boot-piled work bench, that Mike has imparted traditional handcrafting 
techniques and methods to employee over the years, including his 
daughter, with some of his protégées venturing out to start businesses 
of their own. 


Through his participation in cultural events and collaborations, Mike’s 
impact also extends beyond his shop. During the mid-1980s, he began 
collaborating with the staff of the Montana Folklife Project, which 
resulted in interviews and photographs of his work being included in 
their collection, available to the public through the Montana Historical 
Society's archives. Additionally, Mike has participated in the Montana 
Folk Festival as a folk arts demonstrator, sharing not only his own 

story but also the rich heritage of Montana with thousands of festival- 
goers. Mike's story has been featured in numerous articles in Montana 
newspapers and magazines, including Rural Montana (the Montana 
Electric Cooperative Magazine), the Helena Independent Record, and the 
Butte Standard, sharing his work with the public. 
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Olivia “Rose” Williamson 


Raised within the rich cultural tapestry of 
the Crow Indian Reservation in southeast 
Montana, Olivia “Rose” Williamson is not 
only a talented bead artist and fashion 
designer but a proud ambassador of her 
heritage. With a deep reverence for the 
traditions passed down by her ancestors, 
Rose carries the flame of her culture 

into the future, ensuring its continued 
vibrancy through exquisite beadwork 
and clothing designs that bridge 
tradition and modernity. According to 
Rose, her art is “made for the hundreds of 
future Crow kids yet to be born.” 


As the owner and operator of Lady 
Pompadour Beadwork and Design, Rose has 
garnered widespread recognition within the 
Apsaalooke community and across the Northern 
Plains. Renowned for her unparalleled expertise in traditional 
beadwork, Rose is affectionately referred to by friend Carrie Moran 
McCleary as a “certified bead florist,’ further stating that Rose’s old- 
school Apsaalooke florals stand out as unmatched in their community. 
Rose's mastery extends beyond these florals to encompass a diverse 
range of traditional and modern Apsaalooke clothing, intricate horse 
gear, moccasins, fully beaded outfits, and powwow attire, a testament 
to her years as a powwow dancer. Each piece she creates pays homage 
to the enduring traditions that have shaped her community's way of 
life and reflects her decades of beading and sewing. Furthermore, they 
embody the techniques she has mastered since learning to bead and 
sew from her mother at the age of seven, as well as the knowledge she 
gained from numerous mentors in the years that followed. 


Throughout her career, Rose has achieved numerous notable milestones 
and accolades. In 2005, her talent was honored with the prestigious 
“Best in Show” award for a beaded Crow-style cradleboard at the 
American Indian Higher Education Consortium. In 2021, Rose was 
recognized when she received first place for her contemporary work at 
the Native Days Art Show in Crow Agency. Rose's artistic prowess has 
continued to earn her acceptance into esteemed events such as the 
Native Peoples Market in Rapid City, South Dakota, and the renowned 
Heard Indian Art Market in both 2022 and 2023, further establishing her 
as a prominent figure within her community. 


Rose’s work has graced both runways and cultural centers alike. 


MONTANA CIRCLE 
oF AMERICAN 
MASTERS 


Olivia “Rose” 
Williamson 


2024 


Her jewelry has adorned the showcases of esteemed Crow 
fashion designers, including Designs by Della and 
Plains Soul models. On the runway, Rose’s original 
designs have captivated audiences at events such 
as the Montana Folk Festival's First Peoples’ 
Fashion Show and the Uplifting Artists Fashion 
Show and Art Gala at the Seattle Art Museum. 
Through these platforms, she has not only 
showcased her talent but also shared the 
rich heritage of Crow culture with a wider 
audience. Additionally, the Western Heritage 
Center of Billings has recognized Rose’s 
artistic prowess by featuring her crafted 
Apsdaalooke-designed, acrylic-painted 
rawhide necklace and earring set, further 
solidifying her status as a respected artist and 
cultural ambassador. 


Rose also donates and uses her work to raise 

awareness on critical issues faced by the Native 
community. The Billings Urban Indian Health and 

Wellness Center commissioned Rose to complete a beaded 

wall hanging, which was used as a billboard and handbill across the 
state of Montana. This piece featured an image that would encourage 
community members to screen for colorectal cancer—an image of an 
Apsaalooke family in front of the Apsdalooke mountains, featuring the 
sky, trees, and grasslands. Further, Rose is a strong advocate for Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous People (MMIP). She has participated in art 
shows, walks, and other activities that raise awareness of MMIP, such as 
her textile, acrylic, and mixed-media submissions to the Emerson Center 
for the Arts and Culture’s exhibit “We Are Still Here And This is Our Story: 
Revisited.’ 


According to Charlene Johnson, Founder and Executive Director for 
Plenty Doors, Rose was instrumental in aiding the nonprofit in starting 
the annual Apsdalooke Community Market, assisted businesses 

in applying for the annual Indian Equity Fund, and completed a 
brochure highlighting local businesses and events on the reservation. 
Furthermore, Rose's initiative in founding the Facebook page “All Native 
Nations Entrepreneurs” has provided a vital platform for promoting 
Native artists and businesses while disseminating valuable information 
on grants and entrepreneurship. Her efforts have established a 
foundation for Indigenous entrepreneurs to connect with a wider 
audience, reflecting her dedication to her community. Rose envisions 
Indigenous entrepreneurship as the key for Tribal communities to 
overcome challenges and prosper, both economically and spiritually. 
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Hidden Treasure in 


Story and photos by Jeffrey Conger 


Courtney Collins 
Fine Art Gallery 


Stepping into this space is an intimate and personal experience! The 
Courtney Collins Fine Art Gallery in Big Sky is filled with breathtaking 
contemporary Western artwork. As a dynamic team, Courtney Collins 
focuses on the curation of the artists and solo exhibitions. At the same 
time, her husband, Broden Babick oversees handling the artwork and 
gallery sales. Together, they go above and beyond, offering impeccable 
customer service, consultation, and private installation. 


The gallery showcases museum-vetted artists representing iconic painters 
with Montana roots, like Kevin Red Star, Ben Pease, Miles Glynn, Jim Dick, 
and George Hill. Included are the stunning, larger-than-life black-and-white 
photographs of renowned David Yarrow, a native of Scotland who launched 
his career with the London Times and now travels the globe, often using 
Montana as the setting for his immersive image-making. 


Also featured in the gallery is renowned jewelry designer Jill Garber, who 
has dedicated her life to crafting one-of-a-kind beautiful pieces with her 
hands. Her unique collection of wearable jewelry is a fusion of history, 
romance, and refinement, which is interwoven with memorable elements 
of the West. 


Over the past decade, Courtney has built a personal connection with each 
artist, growing her relationship with Western art. And she loves the idea 
of selling pieces of artwork to those who will cherish them. Looking now 
to grow the gallery, they plan to expand the footprint to double its size 

in September 2024. Creating a unique space for black and white fine 

art photography and a dedicated gallery focused on oil painting, mixed 
media, sculpture, and artist exhibitions. 


So, the next time you are in Big Sky, Montana, be sure to visit the 
Courtney Collins Fine Art Gallery, which is open Monday through 
Saturday from 11 am to 5 pm. It is easy to find, located in the Town 
Center at 32 Town Center Avenue. You can also learn about upcoming 
events and gallery receptions at www.courtneycollinsfineart.com or 
contact the gallery directly at (406) 581-3092. 


The Courtney Collins Fine Art Gallery in 
Big Sky, Montana, features an impressive 
stable of contemporary Western artists 
and is operated by Courtney Collins and 
Broden Babick. 
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Billings woman 


By Jaci Webb 


At the age of 97, Steele is 
celebrating the release of her first 
poetry book, “West of Town, an 
artfully designed hand-stitched 
book by FootHills Publishing. 


Many know of Steele because of her late husband, Ben 
Steele, survivor of the Bataan Death March, nationally- 
known artist and beloved educator at Montana State 
University Billings. For the book cover, Shirley chose 
one of Ben’s later watercolors, which he painted at the 
age of 97 in 2015. It shows rich brown fall colors on 
trees and shrubs with birds flying overhead. Shirley 
had thought of an image of flowers to accompany her 
lyric poem on the cover because it mentions flowers, 
“but Ben never painted flowers,’ she said. 


The book cover of Shirley Steele's first poetry book, 'West of 
Town, features a watercolor by her late husband Ben Steele. 
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Shirley Steele holds a copy of her first book of poetry, 
‘West of Town, featuring a watercolor painting by her late 
husband Ben Steele. Photo by Jaci Webb. 


Shirley's bright hazel eyes sparkle when she talks about her adventurous 
life with Ben and the poems she wrote along the way, starting as a young 
girl in Northern Michigan and then Ohio. Her first taste of poetry was 
when her father read her Mother Goose rhymes while she recovered 
from whooping cough. Next, her grandparents introduced her to 
Victorian poetry. 


Her father gave Shirley some advice that she never forgot. 


“Dad told me to ask questions. You won't 
know anything unless you ask.” 


Shirley studied journalism and art at Ohio Wesleyan, 
despite objections from her father, who worked 

as a newspaper editor. She was also interested in 
psychology because it helped her understand people. 
“You can do so much with music and art to heal people,’ Shirley said. “Ben 


always said art healed him. A psychologist told Ben to draw out his bad 
feelings — and he did.” 


A life changing moment in Shirley's life was when the poet Robert Frost 
came to her college to read in 1944 or '45. She found him to be a quiet, 
unassuming man. 


“We all adored his poetry, of course,’ Shirley said. “When he was 
introduced, he said he memorized his poems. I’ve never been able to 
memorize my poems.” 
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“| don't need chocolate when 
I'm writing poetry, Shirley said. 
“You are creating something. 
It just completes something 

in yourself. My life would have 
been empty without it” 
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Shirley Steele (center) stands with Michael Czarnecki of FootHills Publishing and Tami Haaland, Dean of Arts and Sciences at Montana State University Billings. Czarnecki 


published Steele's first book of poetry with Haaland’s help. Photo by Jaci Webb. 


Frost advised students to write using a pattern because, as Shirley said, 
“Without one, it was like playing tennis without a net.” 


“| was writing terrible poems,’ Shirley said, noting that Frost's advice 
helped her craft her poems more carefully. 


After finishing college in three years, she began looking for work in 
journalism, set to follow in her father's footsteps, even though he told her 
the newspaper business “was no place for a woman.” 


“He said it’s better to be a Linotype 
setter than a journalist, it pays better,’ 
Shirley said. 


And she discovered her father was right. Shirley applied for a job working 
at the Mansfield News Journal in Ohio, but couldn't accept the position 
because the salary was so low she could'’t live on it. Shirley ended up 
working instead at the Sears store in Mansfield. 


Poetry was her passion, and Shirley realized that when she was writing 
poems, everything else seemed to melt away. 


Even though Shirley had never published a book of her poetry until now, 
her work has been included in collections, including the Billings Arts 
Association book of poetry, “Winter Come Gently.’ Shirley has also edited 
and worked on publishing boards for a variety of publications. 


One of the poems that is also included in “West of Town’ is “Early Riser, a 
poem she wrote about Ben. After describing the sounds of Ben waking 
up and making tea, she writes these lines: 


“Some mornings | sleep through/the ritual of his early rising. Other times 
| awaken/and think how awful/silence could be.” 


Since Ben died in 2016, Shirley has worked to get his 
art collection into museums. The "Ben Steele WWII 
Collection" is housed at the Montana Museum of Art 
& Culture in Missoula. The work includes his paintings 
and drawings depicting Ben’s life in a prisoner of war 
camp and on the Bataan Death March. Now she is 
finally able to focus on getting her poems out to the 
world. 
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Photojournalist Larry Mayer 
looks back on almost half a century 


By Jaci Webb, Editor of The Laurel Outlook 
A photographer is 
generally seen as the 
person behind the lens, 


not the center of attention. 


Yet, long-time photojournalist Larry Mayer, 66, 
has found himself in the eye of the storm more 
than once in his 48-year career at Montana 
newspapers, including 46 years at The Billings 
Gazette and stints at the Livingston Enterprise 
and Miles City Star. 


His exhibit, “Larry Mayer Photography: A 
Retrospective” is being extended at the 
Western Heritage Center in Billings through 
June 29. In his gallery talk at the WHC, 
Mayer recalled the tense day in February 
when the Pentagon contacted him about 
his photograph of the Chinese spy balloon 
over Billings. 


In an email to Mayer, Department of Defense 
officials asked him to change his story he co- 
wrote with editor Chris Jorgensen, then they 
asked him to reveal his sources. Mayer stood 
his ground, and despite emails to his Billings 
Gazette bosses, Mayer kept the photos and 
the story up on the Gazette's website. He also 
refused to reveal his sources. 
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Mayer's efforts to photograph the spy 
balloon, then confirm what it was and why 
it was flying over Billings earned hima 
Congressional citation. 


“It really did force them to tell 

us what it was,’ Mayer said. 

“One thing about working at the 
newspaper and posting it at the 

website: it gave me a voice. They 
had to respond to that.’ 


A few days later, Mayer caught President 

Joe Biden on the news, saying, “I told them 
to shoot it down Wednesday.’ As if he 

needed further confirmation, Mayer realized 
that Wednesday, Feb. 1, was the day the 
balloon was flying over Billings, and that 

it was supposed to be shot down over the 
Beartooths. On that day, Mayer attached his 
biggest lens and jumped out of his car to 
photograph the balloon. Mayer knew from 
his photos it was way too big to be a weather 
balloon, and he used his deep connections to 


pilots and sleuthing skills to uncover the truth. 


“| said to a coworker this thing is bigger than 
the Northern Hotel,” Mayer said. 


Billings Gazette 
photographer and pilot 
Larry Mayer is shown 
“a (© Withithe Beartooth 
Mountains in Montana. 
Photo by Markku 
Lahdesmaki. 


After it was shot down Feb. 4, off the coast of 
South Carolina, it was reported to be 220-feet 
tall. Fallout from the debris of the balloon led 
to the cancellation of a planned diplomatic 
mission and increase tension with China, 
Mayer said. 


Mayer ended up having Dynamic Designs 

in Laurel make black baseball caps with the 
Chinese spy balloon resembling the Montana 
state emblem with the word “Montana” above 
it. He gave the caps to many officials, including 
Gov. Greg Gianforte, who helped Mayer in his 
investigation of the balloon, and also mailed 
several to officials at the Pentagon. The rest 
are for sale at the WHC with the money going 
to the WHC. 


There have been other stressful days in the 
field as a photojournalist, including the day a 
fire blew over Mayer during the devastating 
Yellowstone Park fire of 1988. Being a pilot 
and having his own plane came in handy 
throughout Mayer's long career. Decades 
before digital cameras, Mayer made 21 flights 
back and forth between West Yellowstone and 
Billings that summer of the Yellowstone fires 
to take film to be processed in order to get 
photos into the Billings Gazette and around 
the globe. 


Photojournalist Larry Mayer (right) talks to Norm Tjeltveit following Mayer's gallery talk at the Western Heritage Center Nov. 16. 


Photo by Jaci Webb. 


Part of the skills necessary for taking 
compelling photos is observation and 
planning. When Mayer photographed the late 
Peter Fonda on a Harley motorcycle in Paradise 
Valley, Fonda requested Mayer come over on a 
Saturday at 9 a.m. 


“He told me, ‘You've got 15 
minutes. He was surprised | 
knew where Trail Creek Pass was, 
but he didn’t know | grew up in 
Livingston,’ Mayer said. 


Nervous about getting the shot fast and 
knowing it was way off the beaten path, 
Mayer hired an assistant to help load all the 
equipment, including a generator 
to power lights. After the shot was 
taken, Fonda invited Mayer over to 
his log-cabin home and proceeded 
to tell him stories for hours. 


“15 minutes turned into hours. 
Finally, | said, ‘I’ve got to make the 
FedEx drop in Billings,’ Mayer said. 


The day in 1985 when Mayer 
photographed three death row B: 
inmates at Montana State Prison, = 
he was sitting with the reporter 

and observing the scene. 
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“| was looking at an exercise area, and | see the 
three of them walking together and talking,’ 
Mayer said. 


The dramatic black and white photo shows 
Duncan P. McKenzie, Dewey Coleman and 
Bernard Fitzpatrick, three of the five death row 
inmates at the prison. 


“As always, | never get permission first,’ 
Mayer said. 


Duncan McKenzie sent Mayer a letter 
requesting a copy for each of the men, and 
Mayer complied, mailing each of them a 
copy of the print. The letter from McKenzie 
and the page from the newspaper are part of 
the exhibit. 


One of Mayer's most well-known 
photos is of a plane flying 

over Grand Prismatic Spring in 
Yellowstone National Park. Mayer 
figured that to show the intense 
turquoise blue of the hot springs, 
he needed to get the shot on 

the hottest day of the year when 
there would be no steam. 


He chose July 11, and made 135 
passes flying over the second 
plane to get the photograph. 


A page from the Billings Gazette in 1985 shows a photo of three death row 
inmates at the Montana State Prison. 


Photo by Larry Mayer. 
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“We had to go back to West Yellowstone for 
more fuel. | figure that print has the largest 
carbon footprint of any of my photos,” 
Mayer said. 


Mayer started taking photographs for the 
Livingston Enterprise as a teenager. He bought 
his first camera, a Pentax, and built a darkroom 
in the basement of his parents’ house. 


“| never went to college,’ 
Mayer said. “| learned by 
trial and error’ 


Over the last half a century, 
Mayer has earned the respect of 
journalists and photographers 
around the country. He hasn't 
slowed down, and continues to 
serve as chief photographer for 
The Billings Gazette, and still gets 
up in the middle of the night to 
shoot a crime scene, prompting 
some people to wonder if he sleeps 
with the police scanner. 
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By Eric Heidle 


How do we grow, 
as humans and 
as artists? Growth 


requires nourishment, 


both physical and 
mental, and how we 
grow our food says 
a lot about how we 
grow ourselves. 


Bozeman’s Tinworks Art, an artist- and 
community-centered nonprofit, states 

its mission as supporting inclusive, 
immersive contemporary art experiences 
in nontraditional places. And it’s certainly 


doing that with its 2024 exhibition season: 


“The Lay of the Land,’ in conjunction with 


its exhibition of Wheatfield—An Inspiration. 


The seed is in the ground. This new work 
by artist Agnes Denes builds on her 
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epochal 1982 Wheatfield - A Confrontation. 
The project was groundbreaking in 

the most literal sense—two acres of 
hand-tilled earth, planted with wheat, 

on land worth $4 billion in the shadow 


of New York City’s financial district. 


Denes’ new Wheatfield will also occupy a 
patch of rapidly appreciating real estate: 
Bozeman, Montana. While centered in the 
field at Tinworks’ northeast neighborhood 
location, Wheatfield will be on exhibit 
essentially anywhere people care to plant 
some of it; seed packets will be made available 
for anyone wishing to sow a little of the 
project on their own patch of ground. In the 
fall, small mills will be available on site at 
Tinworks for processing harvested wheat into 
flour, ensuring that the project is practical as 
well as principled. 


The paradox of nurturing small, ceremonial 
plots of nourishing food in the midst 

of growth of another kind opens a 
conversation—about what we value, how 

we balance change with tradition, what the 
best uses of the ground we walk on may be, 
how humanity can both grow and survive. 
And Wheatfield’s ideas continue in a series of 
conversations with artists, farmers, scientists, 
and land stewards, as well as online in the form 
of Agnes Denes’ long-running Questionnaire, 
an exploration of humanity’s views and 
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Wheatfield - A Confrontation: Battery Park Landfill, Downtown Manhattan - With Agnes Denes Standing in the Field, 1982 
Photo: John McGrail, courtesy Agnes Denes and Leslie Tonkonow Artworks + Projects 


values. Its present incarnation interrogates our 
hopes and fears about the great challenges 
facing us now: climate, artificial intelligence, 
global instability, our own limitations as 
human beings. Questionnaire aims to record 
and reflect who we are now, both to help us 
learn and grow, and for (hopefully) future 
generations to know who we were and what 
mattered to us. 


Wheatfield—An Inspiration. The seed is in 
the ground and Questionnaire grapple with 
our contradictory impulses for survival 
and conflict, growth and sustainability, 
the present and the future. With intention 
and participation, they plant seeds in 

the ground and in our minds, and urge 
us to consider our role in the world we'll 
leave ahead. And, for a few short months 
in 2024, those seeds will be on view— 

in Bozeman, Belgrade, box gardens, 
borrow pits, and backyards near you. 


To participate, visit 
www.tinworksart.org. 
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The Montana Arts Council—Growing Forward 


By Eric Heidle 


Say the words “Montana arts” to 
a hundred different people and 
you'll get a hundred different 
mental images. 


For many they'll evoke the Western landscapes 
of Charlie Russell, depicting cowboys, Native 
peoples, and herds of wildlife thronging 
through rugged mountain and prairie 
landscapes, all rendered in astonishing 
oranges and purples and pinks and blues. But 
for many others those words will bring to mind 
contemporary classical music written about 
and performed in those same landscapes, 

or dance inspired by life here and abroad. 
Thrilling visual art is being made in every 
corner of Montana, in response to echoes of 
the past as well as events happening right 
now, today. Our venerated literary scene isn't 
limited to its strong tradition of “landscape 

as character;” works of fiction, nonfiction, 
journalism and poetry today grapple with 
economic inequity, old-timers vs newcomers, 
missing and murdered Indigenous people, 
what Montana is and what it should be. 


In short, this Last Best 
Place is changing, and the 
arts are changing—and 
growing—in response. 


And if Montana's arts are growing, your state 
arts agency needs to grow to continue its 
mission of supporting them. Late last year, 
the Montana Arts Council began conducting 
a dedicated strategic planning program in 
order to assess what we do and how we do 

it, and to better understand what artists and 
arts organizations need to thrive creatively 
and economically in the coming years. This 
planning will take many forms including 
surveying Montanans’ thoughts and concerns 
about the arts, conducted in partnership 

with NASAA (that’s the National Assembly of 
State Arts Agencies, but they’re serious rocket 
scientists when it comes to helping us do our 
best work). 


We'll also be meeting with you in person. Krys 
Holmes, our executive director, has begun a 
series of community meetings, Zoom sessions, 
interviews and personal visits with artists 

and arts leaders throughout the state. She's 
eager to get a fuller picture of the challenges, 
opportunities, struggles and dreams we 

all balance to nourish and grow Montana's 
creative life. These conversations along with 
our survey responses will help shape how 

we provide funding, advocate for additional 
resources, and use our existing resources in 
the most effective way possible. Krys is also 
working to establish partnerships with other 
state agencies and arts organizations to 
magnify our reach, and theirs, to bring new 
arts to all. 


We're also working to bring new tools to the 
MAC website, including an interactive database 
of individual artists and organizations to help 
artists find patrons, patrons commission artists, 
and citizens know what's happening in their 
communities. We're also exploring MAC's 

visual identity and communications elements, 
including State of the Arts, and other ways we 
speak to and hear from you. 


Since creativity is everywhere, we'll 
be hearing from a multitude of 
perspectives—yours too, we hope. 


And our efforts are bolstered by the folks at 
NASAA. They not only help us fine-tune our 
plans and services, they help us benefit from 
the experiences of other state arts agencies. 
Learning innovative new approaches and 

ideas other states are using to address the 
challenges we all face—funding, access, 
putting our resources in the places they’re 
needed most—helps the Montana Arts Council 
be more responsive here at home. 


It’s often said that Montana is 

one small town with long streets, 
and this year’s strategic planning 
process will help us better serve 
our arts and artists for many miles 
to come. 
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Spring Calendar 2024 


Arlee 


Arlee CDC 
Belt 


Belt Performing Arts Center 


Bigfork 


Bigfork Art and Cultural Center 


Big Sky 

Montana Jack 

Big Timber 

Big Timber Civic Center 
Billings 

Kirks Grocery 


Alberta Bair Theater 


Hilands Golf Club 


NOVA Center for the Performing Arts 


Yellowstone Art Museum 


Downtown Billings 


Northern Hotel 


Lockwood Performing Arts Center 


St. Patrick Co-Cathedral 
Babcock Theatre 
Pioneer Park 


Pub Station Taproom & Ballroom 
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Teen Art Project: Public Art in Arlee 


Springfever 


Mark Oblilnger 


Leather Crafting Workshop 


Art Camp 


DJ Tanner 


Crazy Mountain Fiber Fest 


Sheila Miles: Nowhere & Everywhere Exhibition 
Jason Jam: Horizon 

John Kennedy & Shane De Leon 

360 Allstars 

360 Allstars Student Matinee 

The Boy Who Cried Wolf 

123 Andres 

Frindle 

Hot Club of Cowtown and Tyler Hilton 

Billings Symphony ‘Titan’ 

Billings Community Band 

Tito Puente Jr. Latin Jazz Orchestra 

Dave Landau with Derek Richards 

Whose Live Anyways? 

OperaFest 

Cinderella 

Adult Classes Rd 2 Playwriting 

Tuck Everlasting 

Brigadoon 

2024 Summer Camps - Itty Bitty Under the Sea 
2024 Summer Camps - Itty Bitty Superheroes 
First Friday at the YAM 

Art Class with Sheila Miles 

Oil Painting: Still Life, Emphasis on Color 

Studio 2nd Saturday: Stack-A-Sculpture 

Graphite Wildlife/Pet Portrait 

Life drawing; Charcoal Head and hands 

Yam Teens This is Me 

Yam Teens Open Studio 

Willem Volkersz: The View From Here 

Art Class: Tintypes with Todd Forsegren 

Art Class: Figure Drawing at Tippet Rise Art Center 
Adult Cooking Class, Fruit is the Star 

Studio 2nd Saturday: Scenic Splendor 

Urban Sketching Symposium 2024 

Billings Art Walk 

Killer Keyz Dueling Pianos 

Billings Symphony Youth Orchestra Spring Concert 
Schenkman & Friend: Sweeter Than Roses 
Rocky Mtn Jazz Collective: Tribute to Stevie Wonder 
2023 Symphony in the Park 

Steve Hofstetter 

Club 90's Presents: 2000's Night 

Fit for a King 

Beats Antique Sound System 

Bendigo Fletcher 

Niko Moon 

Old 97's 

Kameron Marlowe: Strangers Tour 

Hamilton Loomis 


Marchforth 


Apr 19-Jun 14 


April 12 
May 4 


April 6 


June 17-21 


April 6 


April 26-27 


Apr 5 - May 25 
Apr 5 - May 25 
Jun 7 - Jul 20 

April 2 
April 2 &3 
April 5 
April 15 
April 17 
April 19 


April 27 


April 28 

May 7 

May 11 

June 14 

April 13 

April 12-21 

April 30, May 7, 14, 21 
May 10-19 

June 14-23 

June 24-28 

June 24-28 

April 5 
April6 
April 6, 13 & 20 
April 13 

April 7, 14. & 21 
April 4, 11 & 18 
April 3 
April 17 


April 26 


April 27 

May 4 

May 11 

May 11 

May 18 
April 5 & June 7 
April 6 

April 7 

May 16 

June 8 

June 23 

April 19 
April 5 
April 10 
April 11 
April 12 


April 16 


April 18 
April 25 


April 26 


April 27 


9:00 AM 


7PM 
7PM 


6:00 PM 


10:00 AM 


9:00 PM 


Daily 


Daily 

Daily 

Daily 

7:30 PM 

9:30 AM & 12:30 PM 
9:30 AM & 12:30 PM 
9:30 AM & 12:30 PM 
9:30 AM & 11:30 AM 
7:30 PM 

7:30 PM 

3:00 PM 

7:30 PM 

8:00 PM 

7:30 PM 

6:00 PM 

2:00 PM & 7:30 PM 
5:00 PM 

2:00 PM & 7:30 PM 
2:00 PM & 7:30 PM 
9:00 AM 

1:00 PM 

5:00 PM 

10:00 AM 

:00 PM 


10:00 AM 


:00 PM 
6:00 PM 
3:30 PM 
3:30 PM 
Daily 
10:00 AM 
10:00 AM 
10:00 AM 
10:00 AM 
10:00 AM 
5:00 PM 
6:00 PM 
4:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
9:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
8:00 PM 


8:00 PM 
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www.missoulaartmuseum.org 


www.beltperformingartscenter.com 


www.baccbigfork.org 


www.bigskyresort.com 


www.bigtimber.com 


www.kirksgrocery.com 


www.albertabairtheater.org 


www.novabillings.org 


www.ci.ovationtix.com 


www.artmuseum.org 


www.billingssymphony.org 


www.thepubstation.com 


Free 


$25 


$45 


$110 


$20 


$45+ 


Free 
Free 
Free 
$35+ 
$6+ 
$6+ 
$6+ 
$6+ 
$22.50+ 
$69+ 
$5+ 
$22.50+ 
$32+ 
$55+ 
$100 
$10+ 
$175 
$10+ 
$10+ 
$150 
$150 
Free 
$6+ 
$6+ 
$6+ 
$6+ 
$6+ 
$6+ 
$6+ 


$6+ 


Free 
$100 
Donations 
$25+ 
$25+ 
Donations 
$30+ 
$17+ 
$29.50 
$25 
$15 

$21 

$25 
$20 
$20 


$25 
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Pub Station Taproom & Ballroom 


First Interstate Arena at Metrapark 


Crooked Line Studio 


Bozeman 


The Rialto 


Helen E. Copeland Gallery 


Bozeman Public Library 


Willson Auditorium 


Peace of Christ Community Church 


The Emerson 


Museum of the Rockies 


Museum of the Rockies 


The Ellen Theatre 


Bozeman Art Museum 


The Elm 
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Certainly So 

Demun Jones 

Church of Cash 

Giovannie and the Hired Guns 

Breaking Benjamin with Daughtry and Catch Your Breath 
Wiz Khalifa 

Dethklok: Mutilation on a Spring Night 
Sesame Street Live 

Jurassic Quest 

Open Art 

Unlock the Magic of Watercolor w/ Mike Koski 
After School Art for Kids 

Painting 102 w/ Carolyn Thayer 

Mixed Media Meet Up 

Friday Painters w/ Carolyn Thayer 

Open Oil 


Painting 101 w/ Carolyn Thayer 


Manic Focus 
Gilda House 
Sierra Hull 


North Fork Crossing 


Tinworks Art In Conversation: Mary Murphy & Sarah Calhoun 


SpunJ 

Indre 

Jacob Rountree 

The Dead & Down 

Tinworks Art In Conversation: Mariah Gladstone & Jill Falcon Ramaker 
MST 

Cactus Cuts 

Tinworks Art In Conversation: Lauren O'Neill-Butler & Jenny Moore 
MFA Thesis’ 

BFA Thesis' 

Symphony Storytime 

Elgar's Enigma Variations & Oboist Sandy Stimson 
O, Fortuna! 

At the Movies: The Music of John Williams 
Pachelbel's "Musical Delights" 

Birds 

Subduction 

Big Thaw 

Conserving America's Wildlands: The Vision of Ted Turner 
Dragons, Unicorns, and Mermaids: Mythic Creatures 
Living History Farm 

The Glass Menagerie 

Second String Orchestra 

Cyrille Aimee 

La Boheme 

Moms Like Me 

Pecha Kucha 42 

Gary Gulman: Misfit Book Tour 

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone - Trivia Night 
The Absent-Minded Professer 

The Matrix 

Kevin Bozeman 

Learning How to See Kids' Camp 

Charlie Parr 

Beats Antique SoundSystem 

Old 97's 

The California Honeydrops 

Opiuo 

Church of Cash 

Shakewell Desperate Electric 


Terrapin Flyer 


April 28 

April 29 

May 4 

June 26 

April 19 

April 21 

April 30 

May 21 

June 7-9 

April 8,12,15,19, 22 
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
April 3, 10, 17, 24 
April 4, 11, 18 

April 4, 11, 18, 25 
April 5, 12, 19, 26 
April 5, 12, 19, 26 


April 8, 15, 22, 29 


April5 
April 6 
April 10 
April 12 
April 17 


April 19 


April 27 

May 4 

May 10 

May 15 

May 17 

May 31 

June 19 

April 4, 11 & 18 
May 9 

April 10 & June 12 
April 13 & 14 
May 17-19 

June 7-9 

June 14 
March 8 - May 17 
March 8 - May 17 
March 8 - May 17 
Jan 26-Apr 21 
May 24-Dec 31 
May 27-Sept 2 
April 5 - 14 

April 8 

April 11 

April 25-28 
May 11 

May 15-16 

May 17 

May 18 

May 19 

May 24 

June 21 

June 20-24 
April9 

April 13 

April 17 

April 19 

April 20 

May 3 

May 11 


May 18 
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8:00 PM www.thepubstation.com $15 
7:00 PM $20 
8:00 PM $25 
8:00 PM TBD 
7:00 PM www.metrapark.com $173+ 
7:00 PM $74.50+ 
7:00 PM $51.50+ 
730 PM $30+ 
Daily $36.00 
10:00 AM & 6:00 PM www.crookedlinestudio.com $8 

1:00 PM TBD 
2:45 PM $30+ 
6:00 PM $225 
6:00 PM $10 
1:00 PM $225 
1:00 PM $10 
6:00 PM $225 
8:00 PM www.logjampresents.com $27+ 
8:00 PM Free 
8:00 PM $25+ 
8:00 PM Free 
7:00 PM www.tinworksart.org $12 
8:00 PM www.logjampresents.com Free 
8:00 PM Free 
8:00 PM Free 
8:00 PM $15+ 
7:00 PM www.tinworksart.org $12 
8:00 PM www.logjampresents.com Free 
8:00 PM Free 
7:00 PM www.tinworksart.org $12 
Daily www.art.montana.edu Free 
Daily Free 
10:15 AM www.bozemansymphony.org Free 
7:00 PM & 2:30 PM $24+ 
7:00 PM & 2:30 PM $24+ 
7:30 PM & 2:30 PM $25+ 
7:30 PM www.baroquemusicmontana.org $5+ 
Daily www.theemerson.org $5+ 
Daily $5+ 
Daily $5+ 
Daily www.museumoftherockies.org $10.50+ 
Daily $10.50+ 
Daily www.museumoftherockies.org $10.50+ 
3:00 PM & 7:30 PM www.theellen.my.salesforce-sites.com $36+ 
7:00 PM Free 
7:30PM $34.25 
7:00 PM & 3:00 PM $35+ 
5:00 PM Free 
6:40 PM $9.00 
8:00 PM $53.50 
7:30PM $9.00 
3:00 PM $8.00 
7:30PM $9.00 
8:00 PM $29.75 
10:00 AM www.bozemanartmuseum.org $100 
8:00 PM www.logjampresents.com $24+ 
8:00 PM $28+ 
8:00 PM $25+ 
8:00 PM $35+ 
8:00 PM $32+ 
8:00 PM $20+ 
8:00 PM $22+ 
8:00 PM $22+ 
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The Elm 


Live from the Divide 


Brick Breeden Fieldhouse 


Butte 
The Mother Lode Theatre 


The Mother Lode Theatre 


Butte Civic Center 


Covellite Theatre Events 


Columbus 

Columbus Congregational Church 
Columbia Falls 

Scout + Gather 

Eureka 

LCHS Auditorium 

Indian Springs Ranch 

Great Falls 

The Historic Mansfield Theater 


Paris Gibson Square Museum of Art 


The Newberry 
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Portugal. The Man 
Wednesday 

Mat Kearney 
Jamestown Revival 
Wheatus 

Heywood Banks 
Andrea Von Kampen 
Certainly So 

Jeff Crosby 

Lola Kirke 

Larry & Joe 
Tennessee Jet 
William Elliot Whitmore 
Rob Baird 

Will Hoge 

Annie 


Bozeman Spring MADE Fair 


Live Standup Comedy with Rodney Norman 
Tomcats and 406 

Jens Lindemann: Brassfire 

The Underground Comedy Series - James Mwaura 
The Butte Symphony Series: Trills & Thrills 
Abbacadabra ABBA Tribute 

The Underground Comedy Series 

Wylie & the Wild West with Erik "Fingers" Ray 

The Underground Comedy Series 

Empty Bowls 

Tuesday Night Open Mic: Spring Series 
Wednesday Night Movies on the Big Screen 
Drink & Draw in the Lounge 

Blessiddoom w/ Vittima & My Fist Your Face 

Jay Alm 

Jaden Decker w/ Tanner Laws 

Mo Mandel w/ Lukas Seely & Peyton Waters 

Box Elder w/ Hibernator 

Sona Jobarteh 

Goners w/ Electric Rutt & All4None 

Indré w/ The Western States & FkinWOW 
Platinum Street Jazz & Dance Class 

Jeff Crosby w/ Ben Larson & The Grown Ass Men 
May the Fourth Be With You Star Wars Festival 
Psychic Comic Peter Antoniou 

Los Toms w/ Hot Milk & The Flower Pallets, and Stillgone 
Platinum Street Jazz & Dance Class 

Orphan Girl Children's Theatre 10/24 Play Festival 
Chrome Horse - Bob Dylan Tribute 

Moon Over Buffalo - Cutler Bros. 


Platinum Street Jazz & Dance Class 


Pachelbel's "Musical Delights" 


Charley Crockett 


The Guy who didn't like Musicals 


Summer Series: Tra le Gael 


ABBAFAB 

Vision & Embodiment Meditation Workshop 

NoMore Violence Week Workshop: Healing Power of the Pen 
Somatic Movement Workshop: NoMore Violence Week 
Gala for the Arts 

Fit for a King 

Christian Johnson and Niles Abston 


Redferrin 


May 22 
May 25 
June 22 
June 23 
April 5 
April 6 
April 14 
April 17 
May 1 
May 6 
May 15 
June 1 
June 3 
June 7 &8 
June 12 
April 23 


May 3 & 4 


April 6 

April 13 
April 20 

April 20 

April 27 

May 1 

May 18 

May 18 
June 15 

April6 

Tuesday - April 30th 
Every Wednesday 
April 3rd 

April 4th 

April 11th 

April 12th 

April 13th 

April 17th 


April 18th 


April 19th 


April 25th 


April 26th 

May 3rd 

May 4th 

May 17th 

May 18th 

May 24th 

June 1st 

June 8th 

June 21st-23rd 


June 28th 


June 16 


June 15 


April 6 &7 


June 30 


May 3 

April 8 & 12 
April 10 
April 11 
May 17 
April 9 


April 12 


April 17 


8:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
7:30 PM 


Daily 


8:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
7:30 PM 
8:00 PM 
7:30 PM 
7:30 PM 
8:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
6:00 PM 
6:00-11:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
6:30 PM 
8:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
All Day 
8:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
7:00 PM 


All Day 


7:00 PM 


4:00 PM 


6:00 PM 


7:00 PM & 3:00 PM 


5:00 PM 


7:30 PM 

1:00 PM & 12:00 PM 
10:30 AM 

2:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

8:00 PM 


7:30 PM 
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www.livefromthedivide.com/events 


www.montana.edu 


www.handmademontana.com 


www.buttearts.org/event 


www.facebook.com/emptybowlsbutte/ 


CovellitePresents.org 


www.montanabooking.com 


www.montanabooking.com/ 


www.montanabooking.com 


OrphanGirl.org 


www.cutlerbros.com 


www.baroquemusicmontana.org 


www.outriderspresent.com/ 


www.sunburstarts.org 


www.greatfallsmt.net 


www.the-square.org/events 


www.thenewberrymt.com 


$49+ 
$22+ 
$35+ 
$27+ 
$60 
$40 
$40 
$35 
$50 
$45 
$35 
$40 
$35 
$45 
$60 
$45+ 


Free- 


$30 
$25+ 
$15+ 
$20 
$15+ 
$25+ 
$20 
$25+ 
$20 

$20 
free 
free 
free 
$10/$15 
$10 
$10/$15 
$20+ 
$10/$15 
$30/$40 
$10 

$10 

$10 

$15 
free 
$25/$30 
$10/$15 
$10 


$20/$25 


$20/$25 


$10 


$35+ 


Free 


Free 


$15+ 
Free 
Free 
Free 
$75+ 
$36+ 
$34.20+ 


$18+ 
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The Newberry dd Chamber Music Series: Reborn April 19 7:00 PM www.thenewberrymt.com/event $39+ 
dd Bendingo Fletcher April 23 7:30 PM $27+ 
dd = Kameron Marlowe April 24 7:30PM $27+ 
dd  MarchForth April 26 7:30PM $27+ 
dd Stitched Up Heart April 29 7:30PM $18+ 
dd  Demun Jones April 30 7:30 PM $30.60+ 
dd Chamber Music Series: Encore! May 3 7:00 PM $39+ 
dd Chancey Williams May 11 7:30 PM $18+ 
dd Hunter Hayes May 12 7:30 PM $36+ 
dd Sevendust & Static-X May 13 6:15 PM $61.20+ 
Hamilton 
Bitterroot River Inn & Conference al = Spring for the Arts Gala April 6 6:00 PM www.bitterrootperformingarts.org/event $75+ 
Hamilton Performing Arts Center dd Sona Jobarteh April 20 8:00 PM $45+ 
Ravallli County Fairgrounds dð Bill Harley May 15 8:00 PM Free 
Havre 
MSUN/MAT Theatre ey Outside Mullingar April 5-20 8:00 PM www.mtactors.com/shows $10+ 
we Menon Boats May 9-18 7:00 PM $10+ 
Helena 
Archie Bray Gallery a@ = Alumni & Staff Throwing and Making Day - Empty Bowls Edition April 13 9:00 AM www.archiebray.org/events Free 
ai = Empty Bowls Community Bowls Fest April 14 11:00 AM Free 
ai = Grand Opening of the Bray Gallery: Downtown April 17 11:00 AM Free 
a@ = Artist Amplified; Abby Cook & Stephanie McGeorge April 18 6:30 PM Free 
a@ Brick by Brick Mini Auction: KABLOOM April 24 10:00 AM Free 
ai = Speaking of Pots with Sarah Jaeger April 28 2:00 PM Free 
al == Spring Artwalk Bray Gallery: Downtown May 3 5:00 PM Free 
at = Pots & Plants Market May 11 11:00 AM Free 
aa Resident Artist Exhibition June 13 6:00 PM Free 
ai = Down To The Earth - A Tasting Tour & Benefit June 26 6:00 PM TBD 
aa = Artist Amplified; Laura Dirksen June 27 6:30 PM Free 
Coulter House d@— Pachelbel's "Musical Delights" June 13 7:30 PM www.baroquemusicmontana.org $5+ 
Lewis & Clark Brewing Company dd Myrna's Night Out April 13 7:30 PM www.themyrnaloy.com $75 
Lewis and Clark Library ai After School Art April 1 & May 6 3:00 PM www.lclibrary.libcal.com Free 
fi: Books & Babies April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, May 6, 10:30 AM Free 
fh Toddler Tales April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 & May 10:30 AM Free 
fh Preschool Storytime Apr 2, 9, 16,23, May7,14&21 4:00 PM Free 
fi Virtual Tween/Teen Writer's Group April 3 4:00 PM Free 
fh = Montana Historical Society Lecture Series April 4 & May 2 6:30 PM Free 
fh Premier Book Group April 4, May 2 & June 6 6:30 PM Free 
ÎĪh Spanish Conversation Group April 4, 20 & May 4 & 18 11:00 AM Free 
fh = Montana Historical Society Lecture Series April 18 & May 16 6:30 PM Free 
aa Builders Club April 22 & May 20 3:00 PM Free 
The Myrna Loy dd Locarno April 4 7:30 PM www.themyrnaloy.com $25 
dd Benjamin Deschamps Augmented Reality April 18 7:30 PM $25 
dd Jalan Crossland May 2 7:30 PM $25 
dd Bill Harley May 11 4:00 PM $15+ 
Saint Paul's United Methodist Church dd Symphony Kids III: The Bear's Picnic April 6 10:00 AM www.helenasymphony.org Free 
Helena Civic Center dd Masterworks Concert VI: Swan Lake & Cavalleria Rusticana May 4 7:30 PM $20+ 
HA Whose Live Anyway June 5 7:00 PM www.helenamt.gov $46+ 
Broadwater Hotel dd Benefit Concert: Masquerade! June 22 5:30 PM www.helenasymphony.org $150 
The Holter Musuem of Art @ Helena College Capstone April 5-21 Daily www.holtermuseum.org Free 
Grandstreet Theatre We The Play that Goes Wrong April 19-May 5 7:30 PM & 2:30 PM www.grandstreettheatre.com $17+ 
Helmville 
Mannix Ranch fh Old Salt Festival June 21-23 Daily www.oldsaltco-op.com $170 
Kalispell 
Wachholz College Center 8Y Dance Elements April 5 &6 10:00 AM www.wachholzcollegecenter.org $31+ 
fh WCC Speaker Series: John Lithgow April 8 7:30PM $55+ 
fh WCC Speaker Series: David Doubilet & Jennifer Hayes April 9 7:30 PM $20+ 
ey The Simon and Garfunkel Story April 10 6:30 PM $68+ 
dé FVCC Sophomore Recitals: Grace Cincis April 11 6:30 PM Free 
dé Masterpieces 2: Paganini Unleashed April 12 7:00 PM $20+ 
dé Sona Jobarteh April 17 7:30 PM $38.50+ 
dd Hot Club of Cowtown with Tyler Hilton April 21 7:00 PM $37+ 
dé FVCC Sophomore Recitals: Emmett Aschim April 24 7:00 PM Free 
fh WCC Speaker Series: Henry Winkler April 24 7:30 PM $52+ 
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Wachholz College Center 


Hockaday Museum of Art 


Eagles Club Ballroom 

Northwest Montana History Museum 
Livingston 

The Blue Slipper Theatre 


The Dulcie Theatre 


McLeod 

Camp Mimanagish 
Missoula 

The Roxy 

The Clay Studio of Missoula 


Radius Gallery 


Missoula Art Museum 


KettleHouse Ampthitheater 


Top Hat 


The Wilma 
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FVCC Sophomore Recitals: Pamela Harrington 
FVCC Ensemble Concert 

FVCC Sophomore Recitals: Mel Carhart 

Ryan Hamilton 

FVCC Sophomore Recitals: D'Andre Conant 

Bill Harley 

Totally Terrific Textures! 

Homeschool Art 

For the Love of Glacier: Paintings and Photography 
Terran Last Gun/Piikani Visual Sovereignty 
Pre-school Art Adventures 

High School Student Exhibition 

After School Art 

Homeschool Art 

Unsettled Lands: Manette Rene Bradford 

Artist Wilderness Connection: Celebrating Twenty Years 
That Swinging Into Spring Thing Dance 


Party Like It's 1894, open house & birthday bashes 


I and You 

MSU School of Music 

Millie O'Brien & Rich Moore 
Something Rotten! 

Swamp Dawg 

Hooligans 

MSU School of Music 

Tessy Lou and the Shotgun Stars 
NY NY Dueling Pianos 


John Roberts y Pan Blanco 


The Boulder River Rhythm Retreat 


International Wildlife Film Festival 

Potsketch 2024 

9th Annual Ceramics Invitational 

Solo exhibition featuring new artworks by Stephanie J. Frostad 
Small group exhibition featuring new artworks by Dana Boussard, Doug Turman 
Dinnerware exhibition featuring new artworks by Molly Berger, Courtney Michaud, 
Small group exhibition featuring new artworks by Susan R. Carlson, DG House & Sheila Miles 
Smalll group exhibition featuring new artworks by Steven Young Lee & Beth Lo 
First Friday: For The Good of All Things 

Terry Karson: Human/Nature Workshop 

Mixed Media & Printmaking Exploration 

Family Workshop: Critical Eye 

Etching: Tetra Pak As A Printmaking Medium 

Summer Camp: Raptors and Art 

Summer Camp: Dazzling Color Camp 

Needtobreathe 

Excision 

Pinky & The Floyd 

Vampire Weekend 

Vampire Weekend 

The String Cheese Incident 

Gilda House 

Spruce Alley Sally 

SpunJ 

Indre 

Mikey Lion 

The Western Front Band 

Light up the Night with Veo Guardians 

Charlie Parr 

Beats Antique SoundSystem 

Old 97's 

Niko Moon 

Opiuo 


The California Honeydrops 


April 29 
April 30 

May 2 

May 3 

May 4 

May 12 

Mar 8-Apr 13 
April 3, 10, 17, 24 
April 5 - June 22 
April 5 - June 22 
April 16 & 23 


April 19 - May 25 


April 30, May 7, 14 & 21 
May 1, 8, 15, 22 

June 7 - August 31 
June 28 - October 26 
April 7 


April 12 


May 10-12 & 17-19 
April 7 

April 20 
May 3 -2019 
June 6 

June 13 

June 16 

June 20 

June 21 & 22 


June 27 


Jun 27-30 


April 20-25 
April 20 

March 22 - April 27 
April 5 - May 11 
April 19 - May 25 
May 3 - June 1 
May 31 - July 6 
June 7 - July 20 
April 5 

April 13 

April 20 

May 11 

May 18 

June 17-21 

June 24-28 

May 15 

June 4 

June 15 

June 22 

June 23 

June 29-30 

April5 
April 13 
April 20 
April 26 
April 27 
May 5 
April5 
Apri 10 
April 12 
April 16 
April 18 


April 19 


April 20 


7:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
7:30 PM 
7:30 PM 
4:00 PM 
Daily 
10:30 AM 
Daily 
Daily 
11:30 AM 
Daily 
3:30 PM 
10:30 AM 
Daily 
Daily 
4:00 PM 


10 AM - 5 PM 


TBD 

3:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

8:00 PM & 3:00 PM 
4:00 PM 

4:00 PM 

3:00 PM 

4:00 PM 

7:00 PM 


4:00 PM 


Daily 


5:30 PM 
Daily 
Daily 
Daily 
Daily 
Daily 
Daily 
5:00 PM 
11:00 AM 
1:00 PM 
11:00 AM 
1:00 PM 
10:00 AM 
9:00 AM 
8:00 PM 
7:30 PM 
8:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
2:00 PM 
8:00 PM 


10:15 PM 


e 


5 PM 


> 


15 PM 


2 


5 PM 


10:30 PM 


2 


5 PM 
7:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
8:00 PM 
8:00 PM 


8:00 PM 
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www.wachholzcollegecenter.org Free 
$5+ 
Free 
$40+ 
Free 
$20 

www.hockadaymuseum.com Free 
$40 
Free 
Free 
$3 
Free 
$40 
$40 
Free 
Free 

www.facebook.com/DonLawrenceOrchestra $40 


Free 


www.blueslipper.org TBD 

www.theshanecenter.org Free 
$15+ 
Free 
Free 
Free 
Free 
Free 
$15+ 


Free 


www.drumbrothers.com $520 


www.wildlifefilms.org TBD 
www.theclaystudioofmissoula.org $75+ 
www.radiusgallery.com Free 
Free 
Free 
Free 
Free 
Free 
www.missoulaartmuseum.org Free 
Free 
$50+ 
Free 
$50+ 
$100+ 
$100+ 
www.logjampresents.com $36+ 
$49.50+ 
$25+ 
$49.50+ 
$49.50+ 
$39+ 
Free 
Free 
Free 
Free 
$25+ 
Free 
$175 
$22+ 
$25+ 
$25+ 
$21+ 
$27+ 


$32+ 
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The Wilma 


Missoula Community Theatre 


George & Jane Dennison Theatre 


DoubleTree Missoula Edgewater 
Missoula County Fairgrounds 


Zootown Arts Community Center 


Dennison Theatre 
Masquer Theatre 
PARTV Open Space 
Adams Center 

Elks Lodge 

Caras Park 


Missoula Public Library 


STA Performing Arts Center 
Polson 

Lake County Courthouse Lawn 
Sacajawea Park - Waterfront 
Red Lodge 

Roosevelt Center 

Downtown Red Lodge 
Ronan 

Ronan Performing Arts Center 
Shepherd 

Kania House 

Stevensville 

Stevensville Playhouse 
Turner 

Turner Christian Church 
Virginia City 

The Elling House 


Whitefish 
The Remington 


Great Northern Bar 


Whitefish Performing Arts Center 
O'Shaughnessy Center 
Whitefish Theatre Co 


North Valley Music School 
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MarchForth 

Martha Scanlan & Jon Neufeld 

Meateater Live 

Shakewell Desperate Electric 

Terrapin Flyer 

Fruit Bats 

Mat Kearney 

Disney's Beauty and the Beast 

Moving toward the Light 

Jerry Herman: The Broadway Legacy Concert 
Speakeasy Symphony: New Orleans 

2024 Mini Show 

Lena Marie Schiffer + Gabrielle Tusberg 

The Wig-Snatching Rumble Royale 
Enterprise Earth/Death 

Sweet Pill 

Wednesday 

The Sheriff of Rattlesnake County 

Whores, w/Wizzerd, The Foilies & Grease Cult 


James McMurtry 


Dance Concert: Dance Presents Ela FaLa Collective 


Musical: Bright Star 

Dance Concert: Dance Underground 
Jordan Davis 

Various Dance 

Missoula Summer MADE Fair 
Genealogy Book Group 

2nd Wednesday Book Group 

Story Time 


The Visitors 


Courthouse Art Festival 


Flathead Lake Festival of Art 


Red Lodge Art Walk: Community Open Studio 


Red Lodge Songwriters Festival 


John Roberts y Pan Blanco 


Pachelbel's "Musical Delights" 


Youth Theater Workshop 


The Queen of Blaine County Dinner Theatre 


Chautauqua: A Unique America Experience 
Youth of Madison County Art Show 
Chris La Tray 


Dane Rose Photography 


Sierra Hull + Miller Campbell 
Helnore Highwater Band 
Jeff Crosby Band 

Corb Lund 

Mean Girls 

Adult Prom 

Silent Sky 

Jesus Munoz Flamenco 
Death by Design 
Songwriting Class 


Spring Concert 


Music & Nature Day Camp, scholarships available 


Camp Festival Amadeus 
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April 25 

April 26 

May 1 

May 10 

May 17 

May 19 

June 21 

April 25 - May 12 

April 20 & 21 

May 18 & 19 

June7 

April 6 

April 3 

April 13 

April 19 

May 1 

May 24 

May 29-June 1 

June 2 

June 22 

April5 

April 18-21, 26-28 

May 3-4 

June 23 

April 20, May 4, 18 & June 22 
June 23 

April 13, May 11, June 8 
April 10, May 8, June 12 
Thursdays, Fridays & Saturdays 


Aug 2-4, 9-11 


August 10 


July 20 & 21 


April 13 


June 20-22 


April 25 


June 17 


June 17-28 


April 6 & 12 


April 20 
March 16-April 20 
April 27 


June 1-29 


April 9 

April 5 

May 4 

May 11 

April 26-28 
April 27 

April 12-14, 18-20 
May 10 

May 31, June 1-2, 6-8 
April 1 - May 6 
May 1 

June 17-21 


July 6-11 


8:00 PM www.logjampresents.com 

8:00 PM 

8:00 PM 

8:00 PM 

8:00 PM 

8:00 PM 

8:00 PM 

2:00, 6:30 &7:30 PM www.mctinc.org 

7:30 PM & 3:00 PM www.missoulasymphony.org 
7:30 PM & 3:00 PM 

5:30 PM 

7:00 PM www.zootownarts.org 

7:00 PM www.showroom.zootownarts.org 
7:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

8:00 PM 

8:00 PM 

Varies www.workingpoet.com 

8:00 PM www.showroom.zootownarts.org 
8:00 PM 

7:30 PM www.umt.edu 

2:00 PM & 7:30 PM 

2:00 PM & 7:30 PM 

7:00 PM www.logjampresents.com 

7:30 PM www.missoulafolk.org 

10:00 AM www.handmademontana.com 
3:30 PM www.missoulapubliclibrary.org 
6:30 PM 

10:30 AM 

Varies 

10 AM- 4PM 

10 AM-5 PM 

11:00 AM www.facebook.com/RedLodgeArtWalk 
Daily www.redlodgesongwriterfestival.org 
7:00 PM www.missionvalleylive.com 

7:15 PM www.baroquemusicmontana.org 
1:00 PM http://www.stevensvilleplayhouse.org/event- 
5:30 PM www.mtactors.com/shows-events/ 
7:30 PM www.ellinghouse.org 

Daily 

7:00 PM 

Daily 

8:00 PM www.outriderspresent.com 

9:30 PM www.greatnorthernbar.com 

9:30 PM 

9:30 PM 

7:00 PM & 4:00 PM www.atpwhitefish.org 

7:30 PM www.whitefishtheatreco.org 
7:30 PM & 4:00 PM 

7:30 PM 

7:30 PM & 4:00 PM 


7-8:30 PM, Mondays 


www.bit.ly 


7PM www.northvalleymusicschool.org 
Daily, 9 AM- 3 PM www.bit.ly 
Daily 


$25+ 
$22+ 
$69.50+ 
$22+ 
$20+ 
$28+ 
$30+ 
$20+ 
$21+ 
$21+ 
$125 
$800+ 
$10+ 
$20 
$25 
$16 
$18 
$20 
$18 
$30 
$12+ 
$12+ 
$5 
$37+ 
$5+ 
Free 
Free 
Free 


Free 


Donation 


$15+ 


$15 


$5+ 


$150 


$50 


Free 
Free 
Free 


Free 


$20 

Free 

$10+ 
$35+ 
$10+ 
$20 

$10+ 
$20+ 
$10+ 
$145 
FREE 
$674 


$400 
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Spring 
2024 


April e May « June 


MONTANA ARTS COUNCIL 


This Issue: The Art of Growth FEATURING 


STATEWIDE SECTION 
2 ART is a contact sport 
3 Cultivating a Creative Business 


LITERARY ARTS SECTION 
6 Book Reviews 
10 ATime to Flourish 


MO NTA N A CIRCL E | ARTS LEARNING SECTION 


11 Artists in Schools and Communities 


OFAMERICAN Wii | eco 
za 13 Exploding with ART 
MASTERS pa 
15 Montana Circle of 


American Masters 2024 


2024 VISUAL ARTS SECTION 


22 Photojournalist Larry Mayer 
25 MAC—Growing Forward 


Spring ARTS CALENDAR 
26 Montana Spring Events 
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Montana Arts Council 


Greg Murphy, Chair Julie Mac 

Jay Pyette, Vice Chair Cat Mcintyre 
Angella Ahn John Moore 
Sarah Calhoun Linda Netschert 
Sean Falcon Chandler Bridger Pierce 
Corky Clairmont Angela Russell 
Troy Collins Steve Zabel 


Wylie Gustafson 


All Montana Arts Council members can be reached 
by email at mac@mt.gov or by mail c/o Montana Arts 
Council, 830 N. Warren Street, Helena, MT 59620 
MAC Staff 


Jenifer Alger, Chief Financial Officer 
jeniferalger@mt.gov + 406-444-6489 


Kristin Han Burgoyne, Deputy Director and 
Accessibility Coordinator 
kburgoyne@mt.gov + 406-444-6449 


Monica Grable, Arts Education Director 
monica.grable@mt.gov + 406-444-6522 


Eric Heidle, Communication Director 


This document was produced by the Montana Arts Council, and eric.heidle@mt.gov - 406-444-6133 
was printed at state expense. For information on the cost of this 
publication, please contact us. Krys Holmes, Executive Director 


krys.holmes@mt.gov + (406) 444-6520 


- Brian Moody, Program Director 
charge upon request. An alternative brian.moody2@mt.gov + 406-444-4700 


accessible format is also available Spri n g 2024 


upon request. Call 406-444-6449 April + May • June 


State of the Arts is provided free of 


Ginny Newman, Business Specialist 
virginia.newman@mt.gov « 406-444-6354 


